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Tir ks. ſhould bow down his 8 1 ke a ke” 
And ſpread ſackcloth and aſhes for his couch > 5 


1 ball this be called ST 


1 And a day acceptable to E ? 2 _ $5 
Ts not this the faſt which I chooſe ? 9 

To diſſolve the bands of wickedners Wh 

17 # To looſen the oppreſſive purthenap 1 
To deliver thoſe that ate cruſhed by'Y 


1 
5 * 


1 it not to e bread to the An; 3 

{us tobring the wandering: poor into thy houſe ? 55 
When thou ſeeft the naked that thouclothe him, 1 
And that thou hide not thyſelf from thine own fleſh 2 © 
Han. Lowth's Tranſation. 
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' WALL I not viſit for theſe things, faith the Lord: Shall not my 
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T n letters to Mr. Rouniox; kave _ 


appeared in the CAuRRIDSE INTELLIGENCER, and it- 


| The 1 ; however, which erl. W me to pub. 


| liſh them, ſtill remain in their full force; and having 
been aſſured by ſeveral perſons who can have no intereſt 
in deceiving me, that the letters have been made uſeful ; 
in ſtirring up a ſpirit of inquiry, I determined to give 
them more ſtability than they could have acquired in a 


was not my- original deſign to N Mend ny: arte N 
on the! attention of the ane. | 


provincial newſpaper; they. therefore now e an : 


various en and additions, NH + BY 


#* » 


With ee ws Mr. Hars's letter to Mr. Siptnen, 1 
think it, right to declare, that I have inſerted it, without 


any communication with its author, either directly or 
indirectly on the ſubject. My reaſon is, I ſhould be very 
ſorry to do any thing which might, in the leaſt degree, 


be injurious to thoſe of Mr. SixEOx “/s hearers, who oc- 
caſionally attend Mr. Har, and who. might think the 


re- publication improper, as tending to revive an affair 


which * hope is forgotten. If any blame therefore 
| | a is 


- 


Er 1 on * preſent occaſion, +; am 4 wilt to bes the. 
whole. But I believe the majority of thoſe whoſe 
opinions are worth regarding, will thank me for what 
I have done, and uſe ſimilar language to that of a 
3 London friend, who ſoon after the firſt appearance of the 
* letter, thus expreſſed himſelf— I wiſh Mr. HALL would 
« uſe his pen 1 mare nee to teach Vildom, or to 


„„ 


ny « corrett folly. ol 


- Alter ee "IR it will 3 be aſked, 


what effect it produced? To which I can only anſwer in 
55 general, that I believe it has made the Reverend Gen- 


tleman to whom it was addreſſed, ſomewhat more cau- 


5 tious, and that he has not ſince its publication, flung Fo 
about his te fire-brands, arrows, and death,” from the 
pulpit, quite ſo frequently as formerly; but 88 o proof of his 


charges, no acknowledgment of his errors, has appeared. 


Neither have his people preſented any ſerious 4 2 
france to their . on his gran, # conduct. 


5 ane vgs the ene but that on the contrary, the 
Practice of them may accord with a ſtrict profeſſion of 
___evanyelical chriſtianity. Some of them, however, I am 
_ perſuaded know better, and I cannot help earneſtly 
wiſhing that their knowledge | and _ Fes, were 


„ ee e 


don Ader Mr. Hall's letter firſt appeared, it is 5 ar * 
known, an anſwer was drawn up with a view to publica- 


Ne, rien bur Mr. Simeon after ſeveral conſultations with his | 
friends, followed their advice, and fuppreſſed it. The 
_ adyice may by ſome be called prudent. Thoſe friends 


— have we a more manly, a more 
ee „ e 2 


me 
chriſtian . had * adviſed him to meat his 
ſin, and to aſk forgiveneſs of God, and of his brethren 
whom hegþad ſo. groſsly miſrepreſented. Nothing does 
a man ſo much honour as retracting error. It is in fact 
aſſuring the world that he is grown wiſer. Pity it was 
not done in the preſent inſtance. I would mention the 
reaſon which the Reverend gentleman himſelf aſſigned 
for his filence, but I am unwilling farther to expoſe him; 
ſhould his friends however think it will redound to his 
honour, his veracity, or his chriſtianity, to publiſh that 
reaſon £ to the W nn to do ĩt at * time. 


Tbe 8 ON WAR which Fo are 3 juſt, 
and ſo affecting, that I hope they will have a ſimilar 
effect on others, which they have had on myſelf. 1 
think no man who enters into the ſpirit of chriſtianity, 
can ſeriouſly read and reflect on them, without flowing 
eyes and a bleeding heart. If ſuch reflections as Mr. 
Law's, do not ſearch the fouls of the clergy in 
general, and of thoſe called evangelical i in particular, 
ſo as to make them « abhor themſelves, and repent in 
4 duſt and aſhes, for their profane effrontery, i in having 
| dared to pronounce in the houſe. of Gop, the preſent 
war juſt and neceſſary, and for ſo conſtantly praying 
for ſucceſs in it—Is there not reaſon to fear, that they 
are approaching to the awful condition of thoſe deſeribed 
by the Apoſtle, whoſe conſciences are © ſeared as 
e with a red hot iron.” May the Almighty Jon ſtrike 
this conſideration h in the heart of every re ader 


Hula thus given an account of the contents of this 
pamphlet, I ſhould reſpectfully retire; but as I am not 
unacquainted with the prejudices of even the better part 
of mankind, reſpecting certain important truths which 
15 they have not been uſed to contemplate, and having 
WY ” conveyed 


NV e >. ä 
1 konve ed thoſe truths in language which I know will ; 
* N "5 many be thought, on the firſt peruſal at leaſt, too 
_ Warm, but which is nothing more than the fair 
trunſcript of my own genuine feelings, T muſt requeſt g 
the patience of my readers for a few minutes, while I 


. further explain myfelf. I ſhall then hope to avoid the 
| cenſures of the honeſt part of mankind, who will ſurely 

5 do juſtice" to my dee if NT cannot corre rec ap- 

: r- wy ſentiments. - he NOS . Ne 

5 i . 5 wm dhe Apes r nd 186 


ies diſmiſs the majority, I fear, of all ſes and parties, 
Fandel and religious. Self intereſt, in the baſeſt ſenſe 
- of the word, immediate pecuniary ſelf-intereſt, ſeems to 
'be 'the only powerful motive which operates in the 
| breaſts of my countrymen in general, at the preſent 
moment. Talk to them about their beſt intereſts, repre - 
ſent to them that their birth · right privileges, or that the 
intereſts of morality and religion are at ſtake, and whar 
do they reply? They wilt tell you that trade, that 
_— branch of it at leaſt in which they are moſt intereſted, is 
na flouriſhing ſtate that ſtocks riſe; and they cannot 
conceive why any one ſhould trouble them about affairs 7 
Which they profeſs not to underſtand, brave W N 
= conceive | to be quite unbntereſting. - 
1 is not t for theſe ignoble ſouls that I have white 
nor ſhall I ever condeſcend to appeal to them as judges 
_— the truth or importance of my ſentiments. A man 
Who is habitually ſwayed by pecuniary intereſt, is capa- 
ble of any thing, however mean or villainous. . He may 
de a ſlave trader, a borough jobber, a prime miniſter at 
| the head of a modern treaſury, a church pluraliſt! So 
far from wiſhing to pleaſe ſuch men, I ſhould, if I | 
18 my principles accorded with theirs, ſuſpect 4 5 
a 5 
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por ſhonld 1 have ever ventured to intrude myſelf on 


1 


9 "Ng of Wine 0 of ſoul, of which I maſh JOE 
hope I am incapable. . Theſe poor wretches have, how- 
ever, reaſon to be alarmed, when they conſider the pre- 
ſent ſtate of the finances of this country. Let them read 
Mr. Mone Ax's admirable tract, lately publiſhed on this 
ſubject, and in attending to his correct ſtatements, let 
them contemplate that national bankruptcy - which is 
haſtening: —Let them like their kindred ſpirits in _ a 
Infernal I e eg and TREMBLE 1 


Tc Fan ben of a different eine, 1 may have FIRE a 


_- good principles within them, but who, owing to certain 
os. prejudices or habits of thinking, may diſapprove of. that 
freedom with which I have expreſſed myſelf, and par- 

_ ticularly of my endeavours to provoke a reply from 
men, whoſe characters ſtand high in the religious world 
o perſons of this claſs, I beg leave to ſay, that after 
| ſearching my own heart as impartially as J am able, I 


can with ſincerity declare, that what I have written does 


not proceed from a lave of controverſy, or from a 
| wrangling diſpoſition. On the contrary, I have ſacriſiced 
my inclination, and the favouriteemployments of my few 
leiſure hours, to what is far from being agreeable. No 
one, I think, has taken more pleaſure than myſelf, in 
walking, not in the thorny fields of controverſy, but in 


the flowery paths of general ſcience and literature. .No 


one has more enjoyed“ the feaſt of reaſon, and the flow | 


of ſoul, in the ſelect circle of friendſhip, when the con- 


verſation has turned, not on the diſtracted actions of our 5 
madmen in church and ſtate, but on topics the beſt cal- 


culated to ſooth, to calm, to tranquillize, to refine and 


elevate the mind. No—it is not a trifling occaſion that 


has compelled me to expoſe the follies or vices of others, 


the 
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5 the political or religious: world, 0 I not conceived it 5 
_ > be my: bounden e e | 
| In farider es I ales i to . FOR 
| | as majority of topics which have diſturbed the political 
world, I conſider, comparatively ſpeaking, of trifling_ 
EE” importance. Who. are in, and who are out of admini- 
ſtration, is to me, perſonally conſidered, of no concern. 
I have no connection with any of the leading men of 
Wl either party, and when I reflect on the peculiar _ | 
= . tions to which perſons in my line of life are ſubject, _ 
neither ſeek nor deſire ſuch connection. Some of the 
; ' members of oppoſition, I have almoſt as contemptible an 
= opinion of, as of thoſe.in adminiſtration ; nor can a Lau- 
Wl Gerdale in the upper houſe, or a Tarleton in the lower 
8 8 "houſe, ever deceive me with their. patriotic profeſſions, 
.  _ while they are advocates for the SLAVE Trane; and al- 
couch the excellent ſentiments, and the tried conduct 
ol a few illuſtrious men in the minority, give reaſon to 
hope for better management, (indeed we cannot hae 
worſe than at preſent) yet I am no otherwiſe anxious 
for a change of miniſters, than as it may be retire | 


ae of eſe VVV g 
3 1 can make Gmilar ae 3 5 : 
Wl. political notions, many of which have occaſioned fre- 

2] | quent and warm controverſy. Let our Politicians talk 
aud write about thee balance of power : I cannot help re- 

Wl fleting on what has been de/egned againſt France, and 

a 1 5 what has been executed in Pol AND: I find that our 

; | FE - rulers are ſuffering the balance to be entirely deſtroyed ; 
1 in one part of Europe, and are at the ſame time forming 


alliances with the deſtroyers to preſerve it in another 
part, by deſolating the world with fire and blood. The 


—_ 8 We al n thus * proving, that their 
a 3 b V language 


"$653 ix 1 : 2 


wa on this ſubject is merely : a cloak to cover Ar 
. deſigns. « 


Py \ 


1 is n the lame wh relpecl to-Abſtrack 15 of | 


government, How have enthuſiaſts in favour f 
Monarchy on the one ſide, and of Republicaniſm on 

the other, peſtered the world? Both parties have been 
employed in abuſing each other, while the important 
queſtions—What is the ſituation of a people for whom 

the government is deſigned—lIs it not better to reform 


than to deſtroy a government—have been totally over- 


looked. Both parties have made uſe of the moſt un- 


juſtifiable means to promote their own ends. Standing 


equally aloof therefore from both, I call on all honeſt: 
men to endeavour to cultivate thoſe virtues, without 


which pure genuine LInERTY, founded on the Ricars 


or Man, cannot long be enjoyed under any form of 
government; and I moſt earneſtly wiſh, that every man 
who calls himſelf a Rxronuznx, would impreſs upon his 


heart this important leſſon, — That he has only a right 


to the venerable name, in proportion to the purity of 
the end he has in view, and of the means he makes uſe 
of to accompliſh that end. If theſe important truths had 


been attended to, more particularly of late years, the 


work of reformation in this country and in France, bY 


might have proceeded gloriouſly ; - and Oh! what num 


berleſs follies and crimes would, in both countries, have 8 


E provented- 


The tha I have made reſpecting the political 5 


73 world, may be applied equally to the religious. Of the 
munhbeleſs ſects, parties, and controverſies, which have 


agitated the chriſtian church, there are indeed very fe- 
which 1 ſhould think it worth while troubling either 


; YR" or other people about. Many follies have crept 


into 


. our churches; eb ind it may be belt to iet . 
die away of themſelves. Let the chriſtian world aſſoci- 
ate the idea of holineſs with the colour of black, (people 
n other countries have thought it better repreſented —_— 
|  greenor yellow) and let them think the man they ap- 5 
| | point to teach the truths of chriſtianity; unfit to make SN 
his appearance even in a parlour, unleſs he is habited as 
black as a crow; let them further aſſociate the idea of 
paurity with the colour of white, and not ſuffer the ſame - 
man to appear in the pulpit, without having twodelicate 
firips of broad hemmed, ſmooth ironed cambric, or 
muſlin; dangling about his neck, juſt peeping from under 
his chin, or laying flat on his breaſt Let another church 
fancy it neceſſary, that their teachers ſhould be habitec 
in cloaks after the preſbyterian, or in gowns after the 
- epiſcopal faſhion, or that a man is not fit to take the lead 
of a congregation in prayer, without throwing a ſhirt . 
over his gown*—or if he holds a higher ſtation in the 
church, that a black ſatin robe, and puffed lawn fleeves 
5 ſhould proclaim ' his ſuperior holineſs and purity, Let 
another church, (the moſt conſiſtent eſtabliſhed church) 
raiſe their imagination ſtill higher, work croſſes on the. 
backs of their miniſters in gold, ſilver, and precious 
ſtones, adorn their garments with Bruſſels lace and em- 
| broidery, or cloarh others 1 in ſcarlet and :parple, and all 


| F I cannot belp juſt biting to thoſe whom it may concern, that 
in many of our pariſh churches, colleges, &c. the ſurplice ſo far 
from. being emblematical of purity, is the direct contrary, During 
my reſidence in the Weſt of England, I frequently attended a 
Church, where, being ſeated next the reading deſk, I could not 
help obſerving a ſurplice half covered with iron moulds. Feeling 
for the purity of the church, I was almoſt tempted to take a little 
falt of lemons, and rub it over the defiled garment. Thoſe 
ho attend our college chapels, may ſoon be convinced of a fact, 
of which I have been an eye witneſs—That the ſurplice is very 


aac for ar of tables, boots, . „ a 
| - Ip. 


40 =): 
ms to-ſhew they, are not aſhamed. of a Crofs of 
Chriſt,” and that . all things ſhould be done decently and 
in order Let all theſe different teachers be dignified, 

with the title of Reverend, Right Reverend, Moſt 
Reverend, Eminence, or Holineſs—Let the chriſtian 
church continue to be amuſed with theſe various inven- 
tions of Jewiſh, heatheniſh, and chriſtian children, and 
if amidſt the tragic ſcenery of the world, I may be 
permitted occaſionally to turn aſide and ſmile at theſe ; 
important trifles, I will promiſe not to argue ſeriouſly 
againſt them; yea more, ſhould any Reverend conde- 
ſcend to expoſtulate with me, I will put on as grave a 
face as poſſible, and attend to his rebukes with all ive 55 


| . py" deſerve. 


5 2 proceed to "what is wt more Es there 
are truths, ſome of which I have embraced on the beſt 
of evidence, and which experience aſſures ine, are eſſen - 
tial to my own ſafety and happineſs, but which, though 
denied and attacked, I ſhall not attempt publicly to 
defend. Indeed I know not, that I am qualified fo to do. 
However 1 may judge for myſelf reſpecting thoſe 
truths, I ſhould ever think it my duty to be careful how ꝰ 
1 judge for others. My controverſy is not with thoſe 
who may think differently from me, on various ſub- 


jects of conſiderable importance, and who I max 


Think upon the whole, honeſt and ſincere, but with 
thoſe who are ſo diſhoneſt, and inſincere, that they 
will not attend to evidence themſelves, and who wiſh to 
i keep their followers in the dark. Let the ſentiments of 
men on topics of divinity, differ as widely as the two 


poles; Let chriſtians dwell in the torrid zone of high 
RE ſupralapſarian Calviniſm, bordering on Antinomiani/m, 
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or in the frigid zone of modern Unitarianiſm, bordering | 


"__ Infidelity, fo far as I poſlibly can judging by their 
b | actions, 
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1 on give them credit for” 8 fo far I thiok - 


it my duty to exerciſe that moſt important of chriſtian 
- virtues=—Cnanrty ; that heavenly ' diſpoſition which 
s hopeth all things, which will make every allowance 
a human frailty, for the prejudiees or opinions of edu- 
: cation, for habits of- thinking, for the peculiar tempta- 
tions of ſituation, for the different capacities and advan- 
ges of men, and for other circumſtances too various to 
| mention. It is not therefore any common truth which | 
I am defending; it is not any common hereſy 
wich Iam reprobating. What I think of the greateſt 
2 "conſequence * is, the DISPOSITION - neceſlary for the 
„ proper edamination of truth; or in other words, 
INTEGRITY IN TRE SIGAT OF Gon that diſpoſition which 
the goſpel ſo peculiarly inculcates, and without which, 
=, no fentiments, however juſt or excellent, will be of any 
"avail. It is the oppoſite of this difpofitioh I have 
5 endeavoured to attack, not with all the ſeverity it de- 
fſerves, but with all the ſeverity of which I am capable. 
I have not flamed forth againſt what have been called 
dy eſtabliſhed prieſti—damnable hereſies, but T have e- 
Adeavoured to expoſe in its genuine horrid features, a 
RERESY, more general, more miſchievous,” and more 


5 * . DAMNABLE in its conſequences, than all che other hereſies 
= - "which have infeſted the chriſtian church — 


ö mean the hereſy—DISHON ESTY. * 


2 Thbat this is the principal hereſy alluded to by the dats 
Peter, in that famous paſſage (2 Peter, 2d. 1—3) a paſſage which 


8 4 : has been moſt ſhamefully diſtorted for the purpoſes of bes k. 


'A think muſt appear to every one who examines it with impartia- 


ue. Tde Apegde mentions thoſe—* Who deny the Lord that 


85 bought them?“ But what are the proofs of this their denial? 
— Many ſhall, follow their pernicious ways, by reaſon of whom 

6e the way. of truth ſhatl" be evil ſpoken of; and through covetouſnefs 

| © fiat they with  feigned word nale merchandiſe of you : whoſe judgment 

& now of a long time lingreth not, and-whoſe damnation ſlumbreth 

+ - xa not. Let deceitful, hireling prieſts, whatever church they may 


belong to, read this paſſage and tremble ! Cr | 


<> ) 


Tue fatal eſtects of this wide ſpreading hereſy, I have, 
| endeavouredto diſplay, more particularly, as they appear 
in the miniſters of our ęſtabliſhed church, every one of | 
whom Iam fearful bas, at leaſt in 2 meaſure, felt 
thoſe effects; the deplorable conſequences of which, have 
been general corruption in Cavncn and STATE, and in 
* ranks and degroen's of men amongf us. 


In] a former work, 1 1 treated ſomewhat at large i 

—The nature of ECCLESIASTICAL oArns and SUBSGRIP= | 
TIONs, and examined thoſe various apologies which have 
been made by learned men, for their ſhocking practice 
of ſubſeribing and ſwearing to articles, they do not 
believe. That work, conſidering the circumſtances 
of the times, has been received hy the public, far more 
favourably than I could have expected. The arguments, 
I have there made uſe of ſtand uncontroverted. 1 
ä bave therefore a Tight to repeat rhe melancholy infer- 
| ence, and to aſſert, reſpecting the various apologies for 


ſubſcription, all of which are agreeable to the principles 


(if ſuch notions deſerye the name) laid down, by that 
champion for eccleſiaſtical prevarication and perjury, 
Doctor PALEY ts If theſe conſtitute: chriſtianity, may 

+ Gap of his infinite mercy, preſerve mankind from em- 
« bracing it! May infidelity triumph over its deſtruc- 
tion! No- this is not chriſtianity, but a ſyſtem without 
Ka name, built upon the ruins of common * and 


6 common . * 


In reflecting on this Ry I abs to 3 at 12 

habitual influence of ſuch ſentiments on the conduct of 
thole who hold them. 1 ceaſe to wonder, when I ſee 

* Remarks « en the French eiten, as formed by the Conflituent 


Aﬀfembly, &c. P. 315, 2d. Ed. See—Paley's Philoſephy, Vol. I. 
P. 2155 and the deteſtable chapter on Subſcription, i in the fame 


Volume. 
n 9 b2 ſuck 
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: 2 FLY as Dr. Plat; and Biſhop Wini upon 
2 ing from many excellent ſentiments they once profeſſed, 
and floating down the "ſtream of general corruption. 
The former it is well known has joined an abominable 
 Rexvean aſſociation, and has exerted himſelf in for- 
warding their per/ecuting ſchemes. He has been re- 
, "warded for his ſervices, by an additional valuable piece 
of preferment, and has again ſubſcribed, and ſolemnly 
declared before Gov, “ his unfeigned aſſent and conſent,” 
to articles, of which he'is as rooted an unbeliever, as any” 
unitarian diſſenter from the church. The reward, 
liberal as it may ſeem, is Poor, when we conſider the 
ſacriſices made to obtain it. The Biſhop of Luanvarr 
' muſt feelhurt, that he has not been ſofortunate. Although 
he veered about to the miniſter at the commencement 
of the war, and has ſince been guilty of the meaneſs 
of perſonally applying to him for farther preferment in 
the church; (I know this for a fact) the miniſter has not 
thought the apoſtate worth paying; and I cannot but ad- 
mire the good ſenſe of Mr. Pirr in this reſpect, in re- 
fuſing to reward the man he deſpiſes.“ When I conſi- 
der the conduct of theſe men, I ceaſe to wonder, that 
while they are defending, and well defending) the out- 
works of chriſtianity, they are deſtroying the internal 
fabric. They appear to wiſh well to the ſyſtem, ſo far 
as it may ſecure them wealth and worldly honour, but 
arenot very unwilling to relinquiſh it, when ſanding in 
the way of their intereſt. Dr. Paley, very con- 
ſiſtently with ſuch conduct, endeavours to perſuade the 
clergy, that modern chriſtians have nothing to do with 
all thoſe paſſages of ſcripture, which ſpeak of the neceſ 


. * Thoſe who wiſh for 2 ſpecimen of the Biſhop's bobaviour 
Aber the Univerſity to which he is ſo much indebted, haye only 
to conſult—Three letters to the Biſhop © of Lande, ** W. By vox, 


ſay” 


N. A. Fellow of Einmanuel —— 


ts ) 


_ ſay of Pegentration=of being: born again—of becoming 
mew * creatures—of being made the ſons. of Godot 
paſſing from dea th unto life.—He may very well hope, 
that (to uſe his own words) all ſuch expreſſions in 
„ ſcripture are nothing nothing to us That there is 
& nothing in them to be found, or ſought for, in the pre- 
* ſent circumſtances of chriſtianity.”* As this Bare. ery 
ſentiment is, however, ſo diameterically oppoſite to the. 
whole tenor of the articles, and liturgy of the eſtabliſhed. 
church; as the Doctor is under the moſt ſolemn engage 
ments, to preach other ſentiments, and: as he can never 
join in the ſervice of his church, without uſing language 
eſſentially different, I ſhall take the liberty of recom-. 
mending to his ſerious conſideration, and to the ſerious. 
conſideration of all his brethren, who have the ſame, 
poor low ideas of chriſtianity, the remark of that dif, 
_ tinguiſhed ornament of the church, Dgctor KNox It 
can never be conſiſtent with the character of an honeſt 
% man, ſolemnly to ſubſeribe to the doctrines of grace, 
4 ſeriouſly to pray in the church for divine influence, 
» <« and then'to teach. and preach ia the whole docs 


«> trine. 4 T 5 


In what l have now Laid on the ſubject of aten 
I ſhall be cordially joined by thoſe of the clergy who are. 
called evangelical, that is, thoſe who preach the doctri- 


nal articles of the church, agreeablę to the calviniſtic 
ſenſe of the original compilers, and who have, as church- 
men, ſhewn their conſiſtency, in inculcating theſe doc- 
trines with fervour. - Theſe gentlemen go farther, even 
® See—A viſitation ſermo", preached in the Cathedral Church of Carliſle, &. 


+ Chriſtian Phileſephy, Vol. I. p. 178. I ſincerely wiſh the 
learned, elegant, and ſerious author of this work, would explain to 


the. world, how any man can honeſtly give his unfeigned ent and _ 
ro at and every thing in the articles and the liturgy. . 


rr 


(=) 


chan myſelf, in reprobating all the ine excepting 
thoſe of their: own ſentiments. They ſhew them no 
merey, but conſign them at once to everlaſting perdi- 


. tion. I have not room in this preface, or I could quote 


fuch language from the writings of the evangelicalclergy, - 
as would ſhock the reader as much as myſelf. I will, how- 
ever, ſo far do them juſtice, as to declare, that the prin- 
ciple they are contending for, InTe6rITY, reſpecting 
eaths and ſubſcriptions, is of ſuch vaſt importance, that 
if they would only anathematize thg contrary error, and 
leave the man holding it to the Goo of juſtice and 
mercy, I ſhould in this reſpect moſt heartily agree with 
them, But although I thus join their company, I am. 
"afraid we muſt ſoon part, for on farther examination, the 
. evangelical clergy do not appear to me ta be more eſſen- 


= _rially honeſt in the article of ſubſcription, than their 


” brethren. I indeed verily believe, no thinking man can 
Honeftly, bona fide, ex animo, in the ſight of Gon, de- 
_ elare his- unfeigned aſſent, and conſent, to all and ta, 
every thing in the articles, and in the liturgy of the 
church of England; more eſpecially when it is conſi- 
dered, that this ſubſcription includes in it an, approba- | 
tion of the doctrines of the Homilies, and of the eccle- 
kaſtical eonſtitution of the mk as ee in her 


and 


buch is the 8 abſurdity of x many things, 
which the evangelical clergy have given their aſſent to, 
that they themſelves cannothelp expoſingthem, follow ing 

the example of others of the clergy, who write againſt 
the doctrines of the church. I have now before me two 
pamphlets, written by a clergyman, full of fiery zeal 
for orthodoxy. In one of theſe, he both reprobates and 
ridicules many parts of the church eſtabliſhment. In 


the other he — himſelf a ſtrict churchman, des 
clares 


* 


5 4 wei ) 
clares PER he deſires no alteration, and only laments the 


inconſiſtency of the clergy, in not preaching the doctrine 
of the Athanaſean Creed, articles, &c.* ouch is the 


deptorable ſituation of theſe miniſters of the church of 


England, and ſuch it will continue to be, ſo long as thy 
1 OY nin in its preſent ſtate. 


My more Immediate comrovinſy-l is, with ae evange- | 


lical clergy, becauſe they are the men who profeſs the 
greater purity, and yet appear to act on the ſame prin- 
eiples in religion and politics, as their brethren, whom 
they affect to deſpiſe, and whom they brand with epi 


thets, which modeſty ought to have . them 


from applying; 


ine Writing the following letters, I have met with 


additional evidence to prove the juſtice of my animad- 
verſions, in Mr. Robixsox's addre/5 tothe loyal Leiceſter 
volunteer infantry, delivered to them at that ſcandalous 
profanation of things ſacred, -A cons:craTiION oF 
EcoLours. The preacher like his brother chaplains 
on ſimilar occaſions, after ſetting up the ſtandards of 


| bloodſhed, the! abomination of deſolation 1 in the houſe 


of God,“ repeated, but in more virulent language, the 


rocking falſchoods I have animadverted on in the 
following letters; and breathed out his threatnings in ſuch 


inflammatory language, that if his countrymen whom 
be reviled, poſleſſed the ſame diſpoſition as himſelf, civil 


diſcord, blood and carnage would probably be the horrid 
conſequences. Such are the methods, which ſome of 


5 * see—4 plea for peace, Se. and A4 word in ſeaſon, by the Rev. 
F. Hawzis, Rector of Aldwinkle. The contradi&ion of ſentiment 

in theſe pamphlets is ſo glaring, that the only way of accounting 
for it is, that the author, when writing the _— totally forgot 


what he bad written in the * 5 | 
ouy 


% . = 
RY 


ves 


'wirievangetical dren: have talen 10 convince in 
vf the truth of their favourite axiom, © Chriſtians have 
nothing to do with politics!“ The real meaning of 
Which, as explained by their conduct, appears to be, 
that chriſtians are only to engage in all the villainbus 


| ſchemes of abandoned ſtateſmen, to enſſave, plunder, 
and murder' their fellow creatures, but are not at the 


. __ peril of their fouls, ever to reſiſt, oppoſe, or even 
| . tu 8 of ſuch ſchemes! 3 | 


When I ſee the effects of fuch a 8 of wine 
2 ealled evangelical piety in the preſent ignorant, pre- 


zudiced and vicious ſtate of ſociety, when I behold the 


dreadful events which have lately taken place, and more 
rticularly the accurfed war, in which we have been, 


and are till engaged, when I conſider the mannef in 


which religion has been profaned for the moſt infernal 


- purpoſes, when I reflect on the awful conſequences, re- 


ſulting from the impiety, the hypocriſy, and the profli- 
gacy of the age, inſtead of apologizing for the language 
_T have uſed, I lament, that I am not capable of uſing 
language ſo energetic, that all my readers might feel as 
they ought, on ſo ſad an occaſion. I think I ſee the 
Thades of ſlaughtered” millions of my fellow creatures, 
riſing to impreſs on my countrymen the important truths 
2 am now urging on their conſciences. by | 


7 | 40 In doch 2 cauſe is i impious to be calm!“ 


It. is recorded. of one of he greateſt men of antiquity, that 
when he viſited the firſt city of his time for arts and ſci- 


| 8 Ther i it is the duty of Doings to ſtudy politics, ſee r 
3 proved in—Chri iftian Submj Non to Civil Government, a Sermon by the late 
My. Koninson, of Cambridge, of which a new Edition is juſt 
publiſhed ; See likewiſe—Sacred Politics, by—a Lover or TRUTH, 
lately publiſhed. for Chapman, Fleet-ftreet, price Nine-pence; 


An pamphlet, in which there is muck ſound reaſoning conveyed in 
eloquent language. 


ences, 


* 
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der Grout e eee 


and poliſhed ſociety, © that his ſpirit was ſtirred within 


« him when be ſaw the city wholly given to idolatry. * . 


Let me not therefore be blamed, if when l ſee the miniſ- 


ters of our eſtabliſned church, univerſally given to pre- 
varication and perjury, and the whole body politic cor- 


rupt, and given up to infatuation, if 1 feel 1 in a manner 
nn W e | | 


When 1 n the 3 of the errots 1 13 


reprobated, Ido not think I have on ſuch an occaſion ſnewn 


an improper ſpirit, or a ſpirit unbecoming the chriſtian. 


There are people in our time, as well as in former times, 


who deferve to be *rebuked ſharply, or, as the words 


may be tranſlated, with a cutting ſeverity.* If any of 
my readers ſhould imagine; I have been too ſevere, I beg 
leave to aſk—What is it that appears ſevere? If it is 
truth, I ought not to incur any cenſure. If it is not 


truth, I_wiſt to ſtand corrected, and the Pg will be 


r ee on my ſelf. 


1 have Mleaded the example of an Apoſtle, but I have 


an higher example before me, even of that perfect pat- | 


tern of wifdom and goodneſs, oux Saviour. No one 
will doubt his compaſſion, his candour, his benevolence, 
his tenderneſs, his ſympathy. He was ever ready to re- 
ceive the ſincere penitent, however numerous, or aggra- 
vated his follies or crimes, yea toembrace him inthearms 
of forgiving love and mercy. But there were men, 
to whom his words and his conduct were very dif- 
ferent. Need I add, that thoſe men were the chief 
Prieſts, the Scribes, and the Phariſees? Men the moſt 
zealouſly attached to their church, and i in the higheſt 


* Titus i i, 13. See. Doddridge in loc 


5 reputation 


tm 


ee e for ſanctity. Every one muſt 3 e 
poignant. ſeverity of our Saviour, when addreſſing ſuch 
characters.“ He was not to be duped by all their flaming 

| profeſſions; and he by his example, has warned his fol- 
5 towers to the end of time; not to be duped by the words 
1 eee Ge ee eee works. 


But 1 | it SIM be replied; that the __ I have 
addreſſed are great and good men, and that their ſer- 


mons and writings have been made eminently uſeful. 
It would lead me too far, were I to diſcuſs the queſtion, 


What conſtitutes true greatneſs, or ſterling goodneis? 
Or, when a man may, upon the whole, be ſaid to be uſe - 
ful to the world. I will therefore ſo far allow the force 
of this argument, as to acknowledge that the men I have 
alluded to, may poſſeſs certain valuable qualities, 


and that they may have done conſiderable ſervice to 
the world. I hope that the follies or vices of men, will 


never render me inſenſible to any of their excellencies, . 
or prevent me from deriving profit from any truths 
they may utter. I know not that 1 ever received 


greater delight, than in the peruſal of the writings of 
certain divines of the Roman Catholic church: Biſhop 
. HonsLey I have heard with pleaſure. ' Biſhop WaTson 


and Dr. PaLzy have removed many of my doubts, 


and confirmed me in the truth of chriſtianity. Mr. 
Romnson has edified me from the preſs, and Mr. Strom 


from the pulpit. But after all, this does not remove the 
ſtumbling blocks which the habitual conduct of theſe 


men lay in the path of ſincere chriſtians, and therefore, 
till they condeſcend to remove them, ought they to be 
habitually encouraged? They may like the various 
workmen and artificers in the Jewiſh temple, have their 
different uſes in the chriſtian temple. Some may be 
| employed on the frame work, others may be © hewers 


- $ + 
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 ® See W Matthew, Chap xxiii. 
| of 


| Om ) | 
of wood. arid ene of water z: ſome may by weir 


learning argue in favour of chriſtianity ; others may by - 
their fervour ſtir up the careleſs, and reform the vicious; 
others may remove the rubbiſh of infidelity ; but while 
men will indulge themſelves in principles and practices, 


which the goſpel moſt decidedly condemns, they muſt 
be content with the humble appellation of © outward 
court worſhippers ;”* they cannot enter the inner tem- 
ple, or behold its peculiarſpiritual glories! The chriſtian 
world ought not therefore, to {et them up as models, or 


to be offended, if what is publicly vicious in their « con- 


duet ſhould be OO 


3 


But allowing men to be deal I will add, error is more 


--  Hkely to be dangerous when it proceeds from a good, 
than from a bad man. Let the atheiſt, the infidel, the 

_ blaſphemer, and the profligate, vomit forth their vicious 

; Prineiples. The ſober and the virtuous, ſo far from be- 

ing led aſtray, will hold them in adhortohce;! becauſe 

they proceed. trom men of whom they entertain a bad 

opinion; but when good men ſo ſadly miſtake, as to 


level the diſtinctions between truth and falſehood, they 


are blame worthy, and ought to be ( withſtood to the 
face.“ Vea“ Let God be true, though: as Sore 


U * os a liar ! * 


Will it be ſaid, that the errors I de expoſed: are tri- 
fling? I have to reply, they are of the greateſt conſe- 


quence. I am defending thoſe 6xanv ESSEN T IAIS of truth 
and virtue, which the great and good of all ages have 
defended, gloried in, and ſuffered for. I am pleading 


the cauſe of thoſe heroes, recorded in that conciſe, but 


valuable eccleſiaſtical hiſtory, the eleventh of Hebrews, 
„ of whom the world was not worthy. 


227 


Jam pleading 
the cauſe of the primitive chriſtians, who yielded up 


5 their lives rather than ſprinkle even a few grains of in- 


C 2 5 cenſe 


* 


. 


denke on a heathen e W I am pleading the ** 


of our proteſtant reformers, and of the noble armies of 


- martyrs. who ſealed the truth with their blood. lam 
pleading the cauſe of thoſe exalted characters, the two 
. - thouſand miniſters, who in the laſt century were forced 


out of the church, and who ſacrificed every thing that 
was dear to them, for the ſake of a good conſcience. 


All theſe illuſtrious departed, by their example proclaim 
in the moſt forcible language, the e of INT E- 


GRITY of HEART and LIFE, 


What I have ſaid, {much more than 1 intended when 
I begen | this preface) will, I hope; ſecure me the candour 
of my readers. I conclude, by once more earneſtly en- 
treating my counirymen to recollect their preſent ſitua- 


5 Yan. Should any, unable to refute me, careleſsly reply 


— We ſhall do as other nations have done before us, 
1 reply - yes you will. Aſk yourſelves then Where 


are all the great nations of antiquity? Some of theſe 


equalled, if not exceeded us, in civilization, in commerce, 


in arts, in ſciences, in arms, in ſtrength, and in what the 


world calls greatneſs and glory, Where are they now? 
Some of them in venerable, but melancholy ruins, make 


the traveller weep when he reads what they once were, 


Where others reared their proud columns; and ſplendid 
palaces, the fiſherman ſpreads his net. Others, with their 

hundred gates of braſs, are obliterated 'from the face of 
the earth, the very place where they ſtood is not known, 


and all that remains of them is in the hiſtoric page!. 


Modern hiſtory likewiſe preſents her awful examples, 
(I muſt leave the ſubje& to be purſued by the reader,) 


and unites with ancient, in proclaiming this great and 


awful truth—R1cHTrousNEss EXALTETH A NATION, BUT 


SIN, 18 THE -* SK AND MUST IF PERSISTED IN, BE THE 
W OF ANY PEOPLE, | 


ws #7 
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Let not even the more ſerious part of mankind deceive 
themſelves. It is only A UxTToRM PRINCIPLE or INTEs : 
GRITY, interwoven throughout the whole of our conduct 
in PRIVATE and in PUBLIC, which can, more eſpecially 4 
in times like the preſent, give us ſolid peace and fatisfac- 4 
tion. If after an honeſt and impartial examination of 
aurſelves, we can declare, that we have by our ſenti- 
ments and our conduct ſet up our proteſt againſt the 
vices of the times, and have endeavoured to «exerciſe 
08 ourſelves, to have always a conſcience void of offence, 
% towards God and towards men,” then, and not till 
then, we may .amidſt perſonal, domeſtic, or national 
calamities, in “ patience poſſeſs our ſouls.” When the 
reſt of the world are in confuſion, we may be tranquil; 


when they wall, we may rejoice. We may 8 


cc With ſtrong eye darting thro? the deeds of men, 
<« Adore with ſtedFaſt unpre ſuming gaze 
c Him, nature's ellence, mind, and energy! 

— — — And patiently aſcend, 


ce Treading beneath our feet all viſible things, 
$6" AS ſteps that upward to our father's throne 
706 Lead gradual,” * | 


With unfhiaken adage in the wiſdom and good- 

neſs of the SUPREME GOVERNOR OF UNIVERSAL NATURE, 

we may join the chorus of Angels, Arch-angels, and 
glorified ſpirits—HALLTLVIAA, rox THE Logo Gon = 
PNMNIPOTENT REIGNETH | 


7 see, that fine poem Religious Maſfings, | in a Volume of Fee 
52 various Jrljecgi; lately publiſhed, by S. T. Cor RRIDOR. | 


Lu publiſhed, 


. ' THOUGHTS on the nature of TRUE, L 
Þ ' DEVOTION, with REF LECTIONS on 
{NATIONAL V 


5 ud One Chilling and Shpence, 


An ANALYSIS of PALEY'S VIEW of 
the * of CHRISTIANITY; | | 
- 8 BY JEREMIAH Jorcx. 


Price Two. Shillings. | 
4 0 8 


—— 
I the Preſs and ſpeedily mitt be publiſted, 


An ANALYSIS of PALEY'S PRINCL- 
' PLES of MORAL and POLITICAL PHE: 5 
LOSOPHV. | 


The Second Edition, corrected and enlarged. 


REV. THOMAS ROBINSON. 
Sin, mg Cambridge, Feb. 20, 1795. 5 
\HE preſent ſituation of the Britiſh 
Nation is ſo truly awful, that I am 
not ſurpriſed to find it has at length ex- 
cited the ſerious alarm of Chriſtians in 
5 general, and more eſpecially of that claſs 
in which you include yourſelf, and which 
has for ſometime been diſtinguiſhed by 
the epithet—evangelical. As a miniſter in 
this claſs, you have lately thought proper 


to addreſs—A SERIOUS EXHORTATION TO 


_ 


THE INHABITANTS | OF GREAT BriTAiN 


wWrn RESPECT N THE APPROACHING FAST; | 
"IM 5 which 
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which addreſs, after Mn it with hens 


| degree of attention, appears to me writ- 

ten in ſuch a ſpirit, that I fear it has a | 
' tendency rather to aggravate, than to 
'diminiſh our national guilt. With ſuch 

a view of it, I ſhall make no apology for 


the following remarks, which I wiſh may 


be attended to, only as they have truth to 
fſupport them; and ſo far as that may be 
the caſe, give me leave to ſay, they will 


demand the ſerious conſideration of my 
countrymen in general, * of yours in 


{ particular. 0 


Keul Sir, you will agree with me, in 


declaring, that if- there is a period when 


we ought more particularly to guard 


againſt a cenſorious, uncharitable ſpirit, 


in judging of our fellow-creatures, it is 


when we are profeſſing, in a more ſolemn 
manner, to humble ourſelves before God 


on account of our ſins. If this conſidera- 
tion had ſuitably impreſſed your mind, it 


would have prevented thoſe unjuſt re- 
fllections, you have caſt on thoſe whom 
| you repreſent as ve — deriding” 


wational 


. 


1 b am not 1 ſpeaking 
for myſelf, as I confeſs I have my doubt 


on the ſubject; but for thoſe chriſtians 


. 


who diſapprove entirely of the practices. 


There are many who ſincerely think, 


that although National Faſts were ap- 


proved by God under the Heatheniſh and 
Fewiſb, they have no countenance under 


the Chriſtian diſpenſation.“ With reſpect 


to modern Faſts, I perfectly agree with 


many others, who conſider them, in ge- 
neral, as national erimes; and that as they 


are performed, either in the Ruſſian or 


the Britiſh dominions, they are an inſult. 


to that God who is pretended thereby to 
be worſhipped. You, Sir, bave preſumed 
to repreſent thoſe who think proper to 


diſregard our Faſts, as perſons who are 5 


« dlſaffected, not to miniſters or their 
„ meaſures: merely, but to. their country, 
10 that their condu& originates from a 


The beſt defence 1 felon to have read of National | 


| Faſting, i is Dr. Px1ESTLEY's Preface: to his Faſt Sermicn for the 
year 1793. I wiſh Mr. JARDINE had attentively peruſed this 
performance, before he had publiſhed his Reflections on Religi- 


ou. Faſts, which are more hap» Nee and gut; than they are 


32 2 1 diſbelief 


folid. 5 5 2 
4 — - N 


5 3 BY 4 
4 diſbelief _ Providence of God, * 


4 argues an impious diſregard, if not de - 


«<fance of his wrath.“ You have indeed 
ſuffered your weak and erring hand,” 

-to'hurl at them the bolt of eternal dam- 
nation! 1 hope, Sir, when you re- eonſider bs 
the matter, you will think this anathema- 


tizing diſpoſition, one of the principal 
ans which you are called to confeſs before 

God, on the enſuing F aſt-day, if not in 
Four e at FOR in era dee * 
= beet FRAY 155 
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— 1 am way ee to Ry) additional 


8 proofs of a diſpoſition ſomewhat fimilar, 


in various parts of your addreſs. You 


ſurely need not to have added to the 
erimes of the French nation, or rather to 
| thoſe of their Republican leaders. They | 
5 have indeed 


ed in ſpite of every palliation, 
moſt foully arniſhed an otherwiſe glori- 


.ous revolution. But you have charged 


the French with crimes of which mo 


have not been guilty. "Your language, I 


confeſs, on this part of the ſubjeR, is cau- 


£1 er and ſnews you have no great confi- 


dence 8 


5 
. 


7 * : 
dente 11 your own . S * Our 185 
« enemies, it if ſaid, have declared, that 
« with this country they can make no 

2 terms, nor admit of any reconciliation.” 
When, Sir, have the F rench Executive 


Directory, their miniſters of State, or 
their Convention ever ſaid this? Have 
they declared, as our miniſters have re- 
peatedly, that they will not treat with 
the rulers of their enemies, or while their 
preſent government is in exiſtence? Did 
they not endeavour to prevent the war, 
by ſending an Envoy Extraordinary, and 
did not our rulers haughtily order him 
out of the kingdom, without ever bearing 
what he had to propoſe ? Theſe, Sir, are 
queſtions which ſhould make you and your 
evangelical brethren, not only conſider, 
whether you have not calumniated the 
French, but ſeriouſſy aſk yourſelyes, 
When we go to church on the enſuing 
4 Faſt-day, and declare our confidence 
<« that Gop will grant us ſucceſs in this 
4 juſt and neceſſary war, are we not like 
* ANANIAS . and SAPPHIRA, lying unto 
* ” God 28 You add, as a proof of F rench 
| malignity, 


<« circles, may be ſuddenly deſtroyed, and 


1 


„ enn 95 8 threaten to Invade x us.” 
And is this ſurpriſing, when it is conſider - 
ed, that we two years ſince actually in- 

vaded them, and that we have endea- 


youred to ravage their country by war, 


boca diſcord, and famine! You aſſert 


It appears from recent facts, that our 


| . confidence and peace, both in 


the nation at large, and in our domeſtic 


one general ſyſtem of mutual ſuſpicion 


« and hatred, of pillage, maſſacre. and de- 
1 vaſtation may ſucceed.” Vou aſk— 


© Would. it be nothing to us to be de- 


Les 


. prived of our Sabbaths, the miniſtry of 
- the Goſpel, and all the means of grace „ 


1 beg leave, Sir, to aſk—What are the 
recent facts to which vou allude? I 


will venture to affirm, you cannot men- 
tion any which can warrant your inſinu · 
2 ations. . On the contrary, the F rench . 
have, in the countries they have con- 


quered, whether Catholic or Proteſtant, 
granted ſecurity of per ſonal property, and 


'- | PERFECT LIBERTY | OF CONSCIENCE IN RELt- 
| G10Us n AND. MODES OF WORSRIP, 


Hers | 
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melancholy confeſſion, that T, with many 
other chriſtians, would ſooner fall into the 
bands even of the French, than into the 
hands of ſome of your evangelical bre- 
thren. Shall I produce our reaſons? Shall 
I mention that bigotry, that malignity, 
that fire of hell, which has, on many oc- 
caſions, flamed forth in the condu@ of 
thoſe who call themſelves Goſpel miniſters? 
No-I will ſpare your brethren, for this 
_ reaſon, becauſe I hope that, ſenſible of 
the divine judgments now .hanging over 


their heads, they are repenting of their 
ſins, and that they will demean them- 


1 eres more like chriſtians for the e 
Your miſrepreſentations of the Fr enen 
are, however, the leſs to be wondered at, 
when we find ſtill more flagrant miſrepre- 


1 of your own countrymen. You 
aſſert—* A ſpirit of diſaffection has gone 
e forth which weakens our efforts, and | 


« adds vigour to thoſe of our adverſaries.“ 
Yon mention as one of our national fi ns, 


—* That haughty tumultuous diſpoſi. L 


ce tion, 


Here Sir, truth compels me to make tlle 


* 


„ 
4 tion, which can brook no reſtraint, 
4 * ſpurns at all order and authority, and 
. © has looſened the very bonds of ſociety.” 
3 as I now do for the honour of my 
country, I challenge you, Sir, to produce 
Any evidence Whatever, to ſupport your 


foul calumny. On the contrary, have 
not all the exertions of the country been 


| ; "called forth? Have not our governors had 


the blood and treaſure of the nation at 
their command? Have they not pur- 
chaſed the blood of the greater part of 
Europe? Is not the liberality, or rather 
the -prodigality of the nation in the ſup- 
Port of the war unexampled? Have there 
deen any inſtances of the diſpoſition you 


have deſcribed, except where it has 


been ſtirred up by ſome of your high 

_eburch brethren? If you put theſe queſti- 
ens honeſtly to your conſcience, ſurely 

you will retract your unfounded afſerti- 
1 "Is the looſe a flimſy manner 1 * 
already complained of, you obſerve, — 4 
1 aid Hat they . F rench) are en- 


„ couraged 
+ w_ 


Ld ancients 0 make 4 1 ou 

u coaſts from an expectstlon of meeting. 
_ * ſupport among our own gountrymen'??. 
15 Why do you not ſpeak. out, and plainly 
inform us, who has ſaid this ? I will apply 
your deficiencies, and will tell your 


readers who has "ſaid, not only all 


von have on this ſubſect, but mueh more, 
E ſo much as to enflame a whole ation. 
The prineipal author of theſe ſlanders on 
your countrymen, Is a malignant hypo- 
_ erite, who not content with practiſing the 
common vices of ſtateſmen, ſeems anxious 
do arrive at the very ſummit of lniquity : 
ho has perſecuted, tranſported, ruinet 
| ſome, and ſtrove, vainly trove, bleſſed be 
| God! to die his hands in the blood ef 
others, whoſe only crime was, ſincerity in 
holding faſt, without wavering,” thoſe 
ſentiments He has totally apoſtatized from. 
I cloſe this part of the ſubject, hoping, 
chat inſtead of again retailing his ealum- 
ies, your repentance on the enſuing Faſt, 
for what you have already done, will be 
deep, will be fincere, and that you will 
| be cautious how * ſuffer nn in fig 
C ture 


« 1 


oC; 9 5 3 


| IJ. char itably hope what I have animad- 


inat cn * vom: ny thing 
100 & 12 J 1 5 
1 hall now proceed. to ad n re- 
mals on the manner in which you pro- 

poſe we. ſhould * the aun F aſt. 
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that you have made ſome excellent 


Tn. the ſame time confeſs, 1 am much diſap- 


J. dinted that you. have not brought mat - 
ters more home to the conſciences of your 


readers. Although you have dwelt on 


uns that can hardly be called national, 


ou have lightly _ over thoſe wich | 


—_ - 0 ee ſo. 


7.90; 


| E.- e tres. to confeſs. a to has with | 


Pe The growth of infidelity, the in- 


; 1s ur y, fe which pervade all ranks, the 
1 n and e, of the ſacred day 


ñU— ͥ ͤ Adgwb̃Ü „ 


ure to be ſo miſerably impoſed upon; for 


verted on. ſprings, rather from ignorance 


J i ! gt While. 4 lah. ns. 1 


general remarks on the ſubject, I muſt at 


ſatiable thirſt for gain, the pride, lux- 5 


[PG 5 35 „ 


. 


„„ ,- 23 ) 
« «amd: public * 5 
| But theſe Sir, afe looſe, common place 
topics; ſuch confeſſions almoſt every one 
will: make, and bardly any one will be 
the better for making. They are lies 
our F aſt· day Forms of Prayer; they are 
mere forms, they play round the head 


p of Andes Gone 7 1 


but do not touch the heart, Suſteme 


therefore to mention one or two ſins 
which may be juſtly called national, which 
are the more enormous as they are the 
leſs. thought of, and which render thlle 
Britiſh nation more guilty, I n than 
a n nation under Heaven: zuckt 0 
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1 . ment in —— 
* Our inſatiable thirſt for gain.” Under 
this head I beg leave to particularixe, that 
iinfernal traffic in the fleſh and blood of 
our fellow creatures The SLAVE Trave. 


It is impoſſible for me to uſe language 


ſufficient to convey any adequate idea of 
the enormity of our national guilt, in re- 
ſolutely perſevering in ſuch a traffic; after 
its atrocities have been ſo repeatedly ex- 
poſed to view. If you, Sir, have any 
bg | c 3 do ubt 


% 


* 


77 OR 


Von, * ths ſhocked Aueh * tens 
bf French enormities. If you are juſtly 
; what:you hear of the oruel- 
iſed in France, you would 


much more if you | 
conceive of the evils and . : 

„ hieb I apprehend not from hearſay, 
but from my ows-: obſervation, are | 


equal in atrocity and perhaps ſuperior 
0 Rt An the courſe -of a ſingle 

ir, to any or all the worſt: actions 
ane nnn mee, ſince | 
de the commencement of their 
* ien i l F SSL IG 8 $4.6 STEW 
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fe , Ovomight have . chat after all 


| ade evidence which has been produced 


"before the Privy Council, and the Houſe 


% 
«A 


* Faſt Sermon 1 7 no By Jens Newron, Reder of 


in Wookiotd's, London. EIT 


| tailed in numberleſs e plays 4n ah pi 
moſt every newſpaper in the kingdom, 
we ſhould have - inceſſantly remon-· 
| Rruted with our governors againſt conti- 
_ Buing the aecurſed traffic That we 
ſhould. have taken every opportunity ia 
bur power of ſhewing our-abhorrence f 
u. Zut What has been our conduct? A 
few years fines we petitioned the Houſe' 
of Commons on the ſubject. Our miniſ- 
ters, headed by an hypocrite in almoſt 
every thing that is good, and whoſe ſin- 
cerity ſeldom appears but in iniquity, 
have amuſed the public with what. they 
Call a gradual abolition, chat is, no aboli - 
tion at all. Po carry on the wretched 
farce, the Houſe of Peers have ſat four 
days in a Seſſion, to examine evidence on 
the ſubject (which is as truly ridiculous 
as if they were to examine evidence, whe- 
ther the ſun ſhines or not at noon · day) 
our ſpiritual Lords have been ſilent, ex- 
cept that meek, humble, ſpiricually-minded 
ſucceſſor of the Apoſtles, Biſhop HorsLer, 
Sho has generally diſtinguiſhed himſelf 
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8 to is the buſineſs Pom * 


to week, from month to month, and from 
f F to ear. It has been Pr oved, that ,a 8 


ile of ſugar by, eompantthny ſpeale - 


1 ing a ſew families, would have had a 

conſiderable tendency t to; wards . aboliſhing 
he. trade; and When ; we. ;recollet Dr. 
— n lump af 


2 « rd ſpotte 
4 «;tuxes,” ſurely we ought, — h — ; 
} to have daſhed from our lips, the cup 
_ which. contained the polluted luxury. 
| But, to the diſgrace of the age, and 
not greatly to the + honour of- female 
ſenſibility (for the ladies might ealily 
have; reformed us in this reſpect) we go 
ron very contentedly, reſigning the whole 
matter to our rulers. But what ſays, the 
Almighty. Avenger of the oppreſſed to us? 
| (—Let the words ſtrike terror into all 
- kayx$ and degrees of men, on the enſuing 
: Faſt—** What haſt thou done? T xs voice 
Ir THY BROTHERS. BLOQD cRIETR TO ME 
eee TRE GROUND ! ”—< When ye make 
id | . « many. 


many * prayers 1 will not hear; Toon ._ 
— Ant” roll of 8L00D !” Can we 
wonder if God in his wrath ſhould totally 
deſtroy, or give up to our enemies, — 1 
have * let the oppreſſed go free,” the 
whole of our Weſt India pobihens — 
thus "a eng the” ruin bed Ow? Britt ith 
; empire! N 4 OLE 7 "PPT | / 
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You mention as a national fin,—* © The 
« coritempt of the. ſacred day and publie 
« worſhip of Almighty God.” I agree 
with you this is a fin very commonly 
pract iſed amongſt us; but I queſtion whe- 
ther it is peculiarly oon national fin. 
But, Sir, I will tell you of one _ , 
connected with it,—A fin peculiarly ours, 
and which as it is not only openly prac- 
tiſed, but very warmly vindicated, is 
the more heinous. I mean— TRE GU 
' PROSTITUTION OF THE MOST SOLEMN OE. 
DINANCE OF RELIGION FOR PURPOSES 
"MERELY CIVIL, This was a matter 
which in the fe eign of Queen Annz 
was ſuch a burthen to the conſciences of 
the clergy, that it was mentioned as ſuch 
In full enten; but clerical conſcien- 
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wy e fines. W omewh 
_ pliable, Biſhop HonsLer: 150 Hume; . 
that all.** pretences of conſeienee on this 

_ ſubje&,. are * contemptible- and ridicu» · 
 4-Jous.” Your brethren. ſeem of the ſame 
opinion. It is a moſt awful truth, that 
ſome of the moſt violent defenders of the | 
Teſt Jaws, have. been the evangelical 
1 I am thankful, however, I dan 
make one exception, the Rey; Gentle 
I have already quoted. Let his language | 
| found in your ears on the enſuing Faſt. 
„As the caſe ſtands at preſent, we fre- 
4 quently ſee profeſſed infidels and noto- 
, * rjous libertines approach the Lord's 
« table as a matter of courle, and proſti- 
« tuting the moſt ſolemn” ordinance of 


o chriſtianity, to their ambition and in- 
_ © tereſt. The great number and variety 


4 of appointments civil and military, 
Which cannot be legally poſſeſſed with⸗ 
* out this qualification, render the enor- 


40 mity almoſt as common as it is heinous. 
- If the Lord be a God 


lodbf knowledge, he 
„ cannot be deceived... If he be a God of 
* eee will cor be mocked. 


«I an. 


„% 
: 41 . Arend Ge na be ee 
Lofla contemptuouſ profana tion oÞitiny - 
* body anti blood of Chriſt. . 10189907 | 
el enn Ser bointety Beis 
Fou have mentloned=/T hs bhtempt 
: ——— of Almighty Sub:“ 


And can vou onder ur rhis when Fõ u 


eonſider-a" Ml more heinous fia qvhich 
may be ſaid to be! in the ſtricteſt fen ſe 
aurional: I mean THAT of N 
ro THE NAME OF ArMiGnty GOD I do not 
mean that eommon ſwearing; and taking - 
Gov's name in Vain, which difprace the con. 
ver ſation of many, but that dreadful aa. 
onal crime of Px U,, Which is 0 com · 
mon in C HUN and STATE. Were we 0 
pe in F3he- ann world,” or in 
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| 2 F aſt Sermon * Mr. 1 2 proaches ring the 
: laſt war. This difcourfe hat the particular apptobation of 
that eminent prelate, Dr. Lowrn, Biſhop of London - Lean 

never mention this diſcourſe without acknowledging my obli · 5 
gations to the Author who ſhewed it me in manuſcript. | It | 
was what firſt led me to conſider the impiety of the Teſt 


Laws, I cannot help at the ſame time deeply lamenting, that . 


ſince the repeal of them has been agitated, Mr. N. has never 
ſaid any thing on the ſubject in print. The crime is ſurely as 
great now, as it was fourteen years go. 1 
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dur courts of juſtice, we ſhould Gndcaghs 
| Inuitiplied * "oaths, on every trifling 
beccaſion, miniſtered without folemnity, 
2 and violared without remor 1 Does 


tin; or Hall ” is a — e 


. dien put, by A profligate writer, * but 
Which ſeads to a — 


>becauſe it is true: Becauſe of fwear- 
dee aid mourierh!” But if the matter 
—_ bs thus 'wretched in the Srark, is it net 
ſitcill more wretched in the Cavrcn? Need 
I inform you that prevarication and per- 
g jury are the common doors to the moſt 


| © ſacred offices? No,—T need not. The 
. moſt eminent men of the church have 
- confeſſed the fact, and their abilities have 


been exerted'td palliate it. Your evan- 
pellet: brethren in particular, have been 
8 evere in their cenſures againſt all 
Fob thoſe perde not ſubſcribe and ſwear to 
BH the articles and the book of common : 
prayer, in exactly the ſame ſenſe with 
| e porent And TRY Sys truth On 


| alare, that . not which — mars 
furpriſed at, their effrontery or un- 
eharitableneſs, in the ſeverity of their 
cenſures towards their brethren, who af - 
ter all are not more nee n * 


the cenſurers. Ke AY HFS e et BAD 


«Oli of your p Wale Ps Blind 


M6 « guides who: — eſcape the damna- 


tion of hell !”® I could. quote amilar 
anathemas from others. But let me tell 
Fou Sir, that the men whom vou thus 
5 condemn, underſtand chriſtianity, at n 
in ſome reſpects, better than you do. 
Since my reſidence: here, I have ho 
honoured with the acquaintance of many, 
and the friendſhip of ſome. I confeſs. 
I have been ſurpriſed at that candour and 
ingenuouſneſs with which they have con- 
feſſed the ſin I am now mentioning; their 
flair acknowledgment that * Subſcription 

cannot be defended; their ardent de- 
ſire for a reformation in church and ſtate; 
their courage in maintaining their prin- 


„ See that dreadful portrait of the church, by Mr. 
_ Hawzisthe Famous * of ann Efys, p. 182 
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DSA ö eiples, 


40 kingdom of eee Ihey 1 ** 
ſure forgive the liberty I now take, in 
 liuniblyyerwith the w warmth: of chriſtian 
earne ty. ſelieiting them at- 
 teritivily co conſider- the nature of that 5 
ſterling chr iſtianity the goſpel deſeribes, 
and the zrduous duties it ſw the 
_ embracing; of, and the compliance v 
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whichy richly Tepay for any RO” 
nen But to you Sir, and your 


0 Aifferent language. As you are ſo. | 
unmercifuliy ſevere an thoſe who do not | | 
_ taks the oaths, and make the ſubſeripti- 
in atheimbvious literal ſenſe of thoſe 
hoframbetthem;'] muſt aſk you a plain | 
| quiſtionh=Do: xouj believe as you. fwear- 

ME, . Do r0⁰ give as vou ſub· 
| foribe, your DUFEIGNED: ASSENT 4D on- 


SMT 0 ALL AND, HOWE AUS. IN JAE. 
WIEN 4 A, ig D e 2) - BOOK © 


— 
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0% or conn⁰ð,,⁶ PRAYER; Ab 18 THE 
* ARTICLES ?.:Let me mention one partieu- 
lar out of many You have ſworn to the 
ArnaxAslꝛͥ izt CREED, and'the laws of your 
country require you to read it FHIRTERS 
times eyery year. Do You, Sir, believe 
that many of the moſt eminent men of 2 
the church, in former times,. —Vour Tur 
Lorsoxs, BukNeTs, Hoa pI xs, CLARKES,and | 
Joxrixs, and that men equally eminent 
- amongſt the Diſſenters—Our Warrszs, 
Dopprip@ts; and Lanbzzns, Who dif- 
believed and deteſted the creed —- who 
* wiſhed the ehureh well rid of ii“ 
Do vo believe that theſe mighty dead —_ 
 —without doubt per iſped everlaſtingly? Do 
ro believe that many of the moſt emi- 
nent members of this Univerſity now 
living, who are ef the ſame ſentiments,” 
and that all the moderate Trinitarians 
in the church, or amongſt the Diſſenters, 
_ who may diſapprove of the creed, or ab- 
| hor its damnatory clauſes Will rov tell 
us plainly out of the church what you 
deelare to Gon ſolemnly within it—Tuar * 
WITHOUT. DOUBT WE SHALL PERISH EVER- 


| LASTINGLY |! No, Sir, you dare not inſult 
your 


in ehe parlour, in 

nvert; tion, as you do your 
Gos in his houſe, in the ſolemn offices | 

and however frequently, or 

2 ever apparent ſeriouſneſs you 
| repeat the Creed, I have not ſo low 
an opinion of your chriſtianity as to eredit 
vou, were eee en to eg at _— WW” 
eee e e e 


* 3 bk 1 2 4 rhrats 5 3 55 3! 4 5 
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conduct of ſome of 
ho live in the habitual 
— then oath of canonical obedi- 
ence, and of the laws of their church, by 
_ preaching in unlicen ſed places of worſhip? 
No, Sir, I quit the horrid ſubject, and 
_ Fam a little relieved in quitting it, by 
the conſideration, that vou have remon- 
ſtrated, . IJ am informed, (it is to 
your hondur 1 mention it) with one at 
leaſt of your brethren, on this laſt parti- 
cular, although hitherto in vain. I finiſh 
this article in the words with which 1 
commenced it, wih an accommodation 
I may -juſtly make uſe of. -Becauſe of 
| gong in „ general—Becauſe of OE 
by 


27 . | 
iy the. evangelical clergy in particular f 
5 n land en 1 e ly 


| Maas = are b 3 your raddrelh TE 
which it was my intention to conſider, and 
which perhaps I may conſider at ſome fu- 
ture period. I am truly thankful, how> 


| ever, that the moſt diſagreeable part of 5 


my taſk is fulfilled. However numerous 
our erimes However notorious the ve- 
55 nality of our ſenators, and the ſtupidity | 


and inſenſibility of the nation at large, in 


its preſent awful condition, no crimes can, 
I think, be more atrociqus than * 3 
have mentioned.” 5 


1 Be affured, Sir, 8 but an ar- 
dent love of truth, a- feeling regard for 


the intereſts of our common chriſtianity, 
and of our dear native country, could 


| have called me forth on the preſent oc- 
caſion. Let me conjure you, by all that 
is near and dear to you, whether private 
or public, to lay theſe things to heart, 
and ſeriouſly. reflect, whether the aati- 
onal fins I have mentioned, are not of the 
ee, 
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mot er 1 ; — kind, 3 hey - 
bdbugnzt not to be confeſſed; and lamented; 

7 by you and e ſerious brethren more 
zarticularly; on the enſuing Faſt-day. 
Let me ere not only one claſs, but all 
. claſſes and deſcriptions of my coun- 


Z KF 5 trymen, earneſtly. to ene any anc 


e 1 to act. x 764, 
: 243 n iS . Pt Ws 3 12 , 1 & | (42, „ 22 Ft 


If you can go to Ware rde the _ 5 
pProclamation, and the ſervice appointed 
or the day in your hands, doit with that 
hauoly boldneſs which ſhould always accom- 

pPany a unsere chriſtian to the * Throne 
ie After taking a view of your 
dleeding country, and of ravaged Europe 
Ao into the more immediate preſence 
of the Bunten u—Ten 1M that the war 
Was in its origin, and that a perſeverancs 
in it ier and wRGESssAUT. Away with 

your vain fears, Proclaim aloud your 
_ firm! confidence, that Gop will grant 
you ſucceſs” Give flattering titles to 


your earthly ſovereign; and pronounce, in 

the face of heaven, his counſels . wiſe 

and _— But if yon doubt, more 
A RT * 5 


| „ 


{at 


n if your. hearts tell you W 
thing very contrary to what your lips 
may utter, be cautious—for the ſake of 
your own ſouls—for the ſake of your 
0 brethren and companions for the ſake 
of your neareſt and deareſt connections 
 —for the ſake of your country be cauti- 
ous how you add hypocriſy, the worſt of 
ſins, to all the reſt you are confeſling. 
The great governor of the univerſe is ad- 
dreſſing you by his judgments now abroad 
in the earth. If ye will not hear, and if 

ye will not lay it to heart, TAE Lon 
THY GOD WILL MAKE THY PLAGUES WORN- 


E 


Jam, 
Sir, 
Yours reſpectfully, 
BENTAMIN FLOWER. 


Fd 
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cambridge, March 4, 1 796. 
Sia, 
IN the letter 14 1 took the liberty 
of addreſſing you, previous to the ge- 
neral Faſt of laſt year, I gave you and the 


public reaſon to expect, that I ſhould at a 
future period ſolicit your attention to 


| ſome further remarks, on your SERIOUS 


ExnoRTATION TO THE INHABITANTS op 
GreaT BRITAIN WITH RESPECT TO THR 


FasT, and that I ſhould purſue the awful 
ſubje&—Ovr NATIONAL SINS. I now re- 
ſume the taſk, painful as I can with the 


utmoſt ſincerity declare it is : and indeed, | 


this appears the more neceſſary, as I per- 
ceive you have juſt advertiſed the tract in 
F. = queſtion, 


. * 
queſtion, concerning which you expreſs 
| yourſelParfollowss = | 


„The g ry _ firſt publiſhed 
* as preparatory to the general Faſt, in 
« the year, 1795- The Author conceives 
* that, though the circumſtances of the 

nation may be fomewhat varied ſince 
that time, the addreſs as to its main 
tenor, is not unſeaſonable at the preſent 


, period, and therefore he ventures to ſo- 


= licit. the public attention to it, with a 
100 view to the day of humiliation now ap- 
10 pointed. py 1 1 5 


That . 8 of the nation 


i 2 


85 | fore ſomewhat varied ſince the laſt Faſt 


day, 1 readily grant. Yes Sir,—We have 
plunged deeper in debt—Our calamities 
have thiekened Our projects have been 
| defeated—Our hopes have been com- 
pletely blaſted Our political hemiſphere 
1 entirely covered with the blackeſt 
clouds, without the leaſt glimmering of | 


* to cheer us. 5 


Happy 


0 » 
: Happy: would it be for . we could 


turn our eyes from the diſmal proſpect, 
and with ſome degree of ſatisfaction ſur- 


vey our moral ſituation. But, however 
the ſincere chriſtian may experience 


« The foul's calm ſunſhine, and the heart felt wo 


Rae he may feaſt himſelf on the 
pleaſures of a good conſcience, or rejoice 
in the conſideration, that an all-wiſe 
Providence, is ordering every event of 
his life for his own real happineſs, and 
amidſt all the confuſions of time, carry- 
ing on the GRAND PLAN deſigned from 
eternity—However theſe conſiderations 
may keep the ſoul of a real chriſtian, 
amidſt ſtorms and tempeſts, firm and ſtead- 
faſt; yet, when he looks around the world 
When as a chriſtian patriot he ſurveys 
his dear native country, his heart and his 
countenance cannot but be fad, while re- 
flecting, that in a moral ſenſe, our . cir- 
cumſtances are varied” much for the 
worſe, and that our crimes exceed our 


| calamities. | 
Yes 


EE: 6 42 I 
Ves Sir, notwithſtanding o1 our profeſſion 
1 as a nation. Although we ſtill boaſt of our 
piety, and affect to be ſurpriſed at French 
wickedneſs Although we. ſtill in our 
Forms of Prayer, continue; to flatter our- 
ſelves ,and our Sovereign—Althou gh we 
have Faſt days year after year—Although 
we have been viſited by additional judg- 
7 | ments. from Heaven —Vet in a bold and 
obſtinate defiance of thoſe judgments, our 
fins are all perſevered in, nor is there the 
leaſt hopeful ſign of repentance in any 
rank or degree of men amongſt us. 
The awfulneſs of our ſituation is in- 
ereaſed, if we conſider that thoſe who 
make the greateſt profeſſions of evange- 
lical piety, appear to be ſtill enſlaved to 
their prejudices. and vices, determined to 
mut their eyes, and ſtop their ears, refu- 
fing to attend to evidence which they 
cannot attempt to refute, and deaf to re- 
monſtrances, the importance of which 


they dare not deny. 


In proof of theſe aſſertions, I ad hold I 
up to view ſome of your clerical brethren, 
| who. 


4 & ) 


who have been poſted. as public calamus 
ators, and who have neither the ſpirit to 
defend their conduct, nor the integrity to 


acknowledge their offences :* But on the 


preſent occaſion, 1 need only mention 


yourſelf, as affording too much proof. 
Your EXHORTATION, With all its miſtakes, 
miſrepreſentations, and falſehoods, is again 


offered to the world; and without apology 


or even explanation, you preſume “ to 
* ſolicit the public attention, with a view 
to the day of humiliation now appoint- 
v6 ed.” Such conduct as this, after the 

plain and faithful language addreſſed to 
vou laſt year, is an inſult to your pariſh- 
| joners, an inſult to your country, an in- 


ſult to your Gop—An inſult for which you 


muſt anſwer at his bar another day. 
In my laſt letter I endeavoured to ſhew, 
that the ſpirit in which your ExxorTATION 


was written, and the manner in which 


you mentioned our national ſins, were 


very ill calculated to produce any benefi- 


„ Mr. Haus letter, ud Mr. $1nxoN's ſubſequent con- 
duct, afford a ſtriking illuſtration of the above remark, : 


9 | cial 


4 44 3 
. cial «tte; that the former. was. wholly 
unbecoming a penitent, and. the latter 
too ſuperficial to ſtrike the conſciences of 
Four readers. I enlarged on a few of 
thoſe national .crimes, which you had 
8 wholly paſſed over or very lightly alluded 
to. I now proceed to the conſideration 
of one or two more, of our moſt prominent 
NATIONAL $INS, The ſubject, although it 
were not confined to the limits I ſhall 
allot myſelf, cannot but be ſuperficially 
treated; for as a nation we may well 
adopt the language, which every indivi- 
dual who knows his own heart, will at 
times adopt reſpecting himſelf—** Who 

can underſtand his errors! ES. 


In my former 8 1 mentioned 
The SLave Trkape—The rroOSTITUTION 
or THE MOST. SOLEMN ORDINANCE OF RELI- 
Sion FOR PURPOSES MERELY CIVIL—T he 
PREVARICATION AND PERJURY PREVALENT | 
In CHURCH AND STATE, and the PECULIAR 
| AGGCRAVATIONS of theſe crimes in the 

EVANGELICAL CLERGY. I now proceed to 
mention the CORRUPTION OF PRINGIFLE, 

” and 


F - 


* 4 
100 the 1 of ruAcrtek, ieh 1 


'# rOLITICAL as well ; af in a Moat ſenſe, 7 | 


may be juftty filed, don aflorar Kn 
One crime naturally leads to another, ai 


it is not to be wondered at, that 4 Bete 


+ 


whoſe religion I have before proved, is 
little better than difguiſed | Atheiſm, 
ſhould be ert depräves. , 
Were 1 with acttirity” to treat this 
ſubject, 1 1 fear i ſhould” Ae at the me- 
lancholy cotidution” which the Prophet 
Taiah did, when conte mplating rhe Jewth 
fate 4 From the fole of the foot. even 

"op unto the head, there i is no ſoundnels it in 
4 it, but wounds and bruiſes and putrify- 
”. ing fores;”* but a variety of conſidera- 
tions prevent me from treating any part 
4 of it. 5 have no inclination to intrude 


even on the threſhold of a COURT, 'E thall 


K 


| „ 6 The 3 8 — 
charader, that it is to be wiſhed our prelates had fixed upon 
it as one of the leſſons, for our Faſt days. A ſerious attentive 

peruſal of that, and the 38th Chapter of the ſame Prophet, 

- will, 1 believe, do more good than all the Prayers and Ser- 

mons together, on theſe oxcaligns, whether i in the eſtabliſhed 
rr or out of it, 


F 5 25 have 


— 
- 


5 1 46 1 
how nothing to do. with. the arrears * 
| Rogalty: ; nor with the enormous debts of 
: Princes, incurred in ſpite of the moſt 
"30 ſolemn. promiſes, and. thrown on an im- 
by poveriſhed people. I. ſhall not diſcuſs the 
queſtions—How it comes to paſs, that un- 
der the reign of a Sovereign, ſo famed 
| for piety. as | Georce. III. the infernal 


Stavn Taz i is ſo obſtinately perſevered . 


8 in.— That one of its prineipal defenders. 
4 ſhould be a branch of the royal houſe, and 
that its abolition is ſo conſtantly defeated, 
either in the upper or the lower houſe, 
by thoſe who boaſt themſelves of the 


©. 


title of the Kine? s F. RIENDS The gene- 


1: ral meaſures of his Majeſty” s reign I ſhall 


"bs not touch upon. On this part of the ſub- 


; jet 1 only . obſerve, Kings will haye an 


5 awful account to render to Gop here - 


141141 


ö after, for the uſe or the abu ſe of the li- 
berties, the property, and the lives of 
their ſubjects: Our Sovxx RIO aſcended 
the Throne with peculiar advantages; ; 
the account therefore that xx muſt render 
at the day of Judgment, of the improve- 
ment he has made of thoſe advantages 


f > * m 
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255 1 Fa » 
| muſt be peculiarly ſolemn, · At that x 
dreadful day when Kings and Subjects ö 

Will be upon a level —when Thrones, and | 
8 and Empires will be as toys, 


"6 And earth and ſkies ſeem duſt upon the bade 


May the piety of our Sovereign appear * 
to deſerve all thoſe encomiums which 
have been ſo liberally beſtowed upon Ib. 
by, his prelates and his clergy. 1 


8 * 


To deſcend 33 1 BB ?- wo. : 
glance at our Cazixer and our Sena rs, 
what do we there behold? Do not 
our public men ſet even the forms of 
| religion at defiance? Do we not read of 
the SUNDAY levees of our nobility, and of 
our officers of ſtate? Of the Sunxpar din- 
ners, and the Sunpar drinking parties of 
men, who have the impudence after- 
| wards to come into the ſenate and gravely 
tell us of their zeal for gur religion? 
Have not theſe ſtateſmen given us an ex- 
emplification in their own perſons of al- 
moſt every vice that can render the hu- 
man ſoul Gefpicable and deteſtable? Stateſ- 
5 F 2 * men 


w 


# 5 , 
: 7 


men of ber ee have been > corraph, 4 

1 5. aue Jace . 
4 ever may have been, their miſtakes, they 

E neyer profeſſed principles, of purity, on 

„ which they declared the ſalvation of, the 


5 depended, nor, after having ariſen 
1 of ty and power, were they re- 
markable for a total apoſtacy from fuch 
principles. They did not force their po- 
| litical differences into private life, nor pol: 
fon the fountain of ſocial and friendly in- 
tereourſe, by raifing and paying a fwarm 
of what Dean Swirr calls, the moſt proſti- ' 
|  "Ented: and abandoned race of men ever 
permitted to ſcourge the world—Srizs | 
=: and IxFormERs. | They did not perſecute, N 
 - fine, imprifon, and tranſport, innocent 
_ And virtuous men, for merely re-publiſh- 
ing the very ſentiments and papers writ: 
ten by thoſe. very ſtateſmen when in op- 
pofition. They were not ſuch Nxxos and 
4 110 Is They were not fach perfect | 
images of the Dey, that <4 murderer 
from the beginning,” as to hunt after the 
lines of men, to ſeek to Pur them to the 


oy moſt 


* 


LO” 4 7 
mol horrible Sink the law allows, hangs ; 
ing, drawing, and quartering, for 0 
ether crime but their not being ſuch un · 


themſelves. Such a ſupremacy of wick- 
edneſt was reſerved for the preſent day, 
and for the Right Honourable friends and 
intimates, of our evangelical Wirzzü- — 
Ber nene e ru, ob 


+2 eee condafief our ruling STATES. 
SexaTsEs, But with reſpect to the houſe 
of Lonns, a very few words will be ſaffi- 
cient. Every one knows that its members 
are created by the crown, and that the 
number has been doubled during the 
preſent reign. The independence of bed- 
chamber Lords is almoſt proverbial. 
It is not at all neceſſary to enlarge on 
the diſrmtereſtedneſs, the peace-breathing 
ſpirit, the purity, the ſanctity, the de- 
tachment from the world, the heavenly 
 miudedneſs of thoſe ſucceſſors of the 
Apoſtles, our ſpiritual Lords, our Arch- 
| biſhops and Biſhops. I have no talent at 
caricature, and thorefors I ſhall not ate 


tempt 


* 


principled apoſtates as the ſtatemen 


f ok pri- 


es cet 


MW mitive — Biſhops, with that of 


3 fluence of the Crown 


s. From the in- 
r 66: its min — | 

in all matters civil and. eecleſiaſtical, no- no- 

thing that is tranſacted in the * 
| oo tbr e ever te us. 17. 


odern ſucce 


their n 


| - With reſpea. to radia Hats a or — 1 
1 Mons, which the people have ſomewhat 
to do with, I muſt be a little more parti- 
cular. But here I muſt recolle& the two 
late bills, which have deprived us of 
5 ſome of our beſt birthrigbt privileges, 
and therefore, I ſhall not fay a tenth part 


of what might be ſaid on this ſubject. 


No bills however can, or ſhall ever pre- 


vent me from mentioning, and repeating, 


ſome glaring facts, which no one, not 
even in that houſe, will be hardy enough 
to controvert. Few people are ignorant of 
the manner in which the houſe of Com- 
mons is conſtituted. That houſe has not 
yet expunged from their Journals, the 
paper which records, That eizhry-four 


individuals by choly. own immediate au- 


4 . ſend one hundred members to 
Parliament 3 


*& 5 
* N © 4 % 


0 1 
1 Parliament; that Saw; more power- 
« ful individuals return one hundred. and 
6:4 fry other members, making together 


«4 majority of the houſe; that a large ; 


4% portion of theſe members are nomi- 


V nated by Peers, in; direct violation of 


the acknowledged Conſtitution. of the 
country, an evil increaſing. with every 
„new creation; in ſhort, that a large 
* majority of the houſe of Commons are 
returned by electors, ſo few in number, 
that the great body of the people of 
4 every rank and deſeription, are ex- 
*« cluded from the ſemblance of a choice; 
and even where elections appear to be 
« popular, the mode of conducting them, 
46 and the complex nature of the rights 
of election, have rendered the expence 
4 of a conteſt ſo ruinous, as to transfer to 
e the overgrown wealth of a few, the 
< whole rights of the Britiſh nation.” 
The houſe has not yet expunged another 
Paper from their Journals, which aſſerts, 
—* That it is notorious, that ſeats i in that 


- 66 honourable. houſe, are as commonly 
— a c 5 ; ; > 3 . , cc e i 


1 That houſe has not yet prohibited the 


„ 


0. . ſold; as ecattle at à Kn 


3 almoſt” Uaily' pabkeatlen of advertiſe- 


—— — 22 —— 


5 * dow, villainous traffick beriweer't ee 


nents,” of ſeats to be Told, and ſvats to be 
purehaſed, at ehe enſuing general election. 
The vote of the houſe ill remains on the 
— That the influence of the 

bas increaſed, is increaſing, and 


A Wben ! ra MEN are thus okay, 


{ it Srxares are thus conſtituted, can it 
be expected but that the people in the 
middle and lower ranks ſhould be almoſt 
univerfally corrupt? What is the fituation 
of our corporate bodies ? In many of them 


our clergy take the lead, but are they | 
not finks of impurity in which every kind 


% 


„ Petition * en oF Tur bandes or _ Pros 


4 x. Petition of J. H. Tooxx, Eſq. reſpeaing the Weſtmine 


. ter Election. 
candidate 


i 


| ug au ro be ditniniſhed"—An influence, 

affing of that vote, has 

(eaſed ad ndnd, and in ſuch a man- 

ner as to dear down Ponce "NE" before 
| it. OT 3 


— 


4 1 


| candidate and the voter, the buyer as 

the ſeller is prattiſed ! '* Shall we look: at 
a popular conteſted election? There we 
behold men in 4 civilized and chriſtian 
| country. Men formed for immortality, 
lofing every appearance of rationality, 
ſinking not merely below the ſavage, but 
below the beaſt. This horrible ſtate * 


In the Diary of ht 8 we fad forme curious 
| anecdotes, which moſt admirably diſplay the uſefulneſs of ths 
Church in ſupporting the State. His Lordſhip when ſoliciting 
a place from the miniſter, took care to remind kim repeatedly, 
that he could give his Majeſty fix members for nothing, 
truſting, that the miniſter would not forget his generoſity i in 
1 offering boroughs for. nothing, when they were a commodity 
* ſo particularly marketable :” at the ſame time, he gives us 
to underſtand in part, the megning of ſuch an expreſſion. ** [ 
«© ſaw (ſays his Lordſhip) the. Duke of Neweaſtle and told him 
* that in all theſe matters (elections) thoſe whowould take money 
„ would pay, and not bring him a bill; thoſe who would not 
tate money, he muſt pay, and I recommended my two Par- 
«© ſons, of Bridgewater and Weymouth, Burroughs and 
 « Franklin, He entered into my views very cordially, and 
4 affured me that they ſhould have the firſt crown livings 

s that ſhould be vacant in their parts, if we would look aut 


e and ſend kim the firſt intelligence.” 


Can it be wondered after reading the above, that ſuch men 
as PIT r and Buxxz, the Biſhop of DunnAM, and the Biſhop | 
of RocnxsTExR, ſhould be ſuch friends to the faſbionzble | 
_ dodrine, of an inſeparable = Alliance between Church and 


hs State,” e DES | 
9 | _ things 


— 


. gat 
* 


- 
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| ahings' has un elieg e even one of your 


| evangelical brethren to exclaim—*Things 5 


are now come to that paſs that few of 
.* thoſe who elect members to ſerve. in 
2 Parliament, honeſtly vote for the wiſeſt 
4 and moſt upright men that are pro- 

« poſed to them, without expecting any 
e other compenſation than their faithful 


0 endeavours to ſerve their country ; but 
by far the greateſt number, in other 


"ee places, beſides the ſmall boronghs, ex- 
4 pect to be paid, in ſome way or other, 
for their votes; and ſo great is the 
ſelfiſn ingenuity that is exerciſed in 


: 66 evading the laws, that no method has 
* yet been found effectual for preventing 


„ ſuch bribery. How then can it be ex- 
KJ pected that the ſenate fhould be very : 
. uuncofrupt? For whilſt the people like | 


. Es au, ſell their birthright for a morſel 
of meat, or other paltry conſiderations, . 


they have ſcarcely a right to complain, 


; « if they find others as venal as them- 
Sy ſelves: and ſurely they at leaſt muſt ex- 


« pect, that thoſe perſons, who have pur- 


chaſed the diſtinction of 2 at 
64 an 
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* mn almoſt infobportabls « expence, will 


i endeayour to indemnify themſelves, by 


+ the uſe they make of their talents,” 
"= votes and influence. This evil ſpreads 
« fo wide, and pervades all ranks of men 
Ito that degree, that we may enquire 
1 with the Prophet, who is there among 
TOM you, that would ſhut the doors for 
* nought? and it is a fad proof of the 
-" debility, which hath. ſtezed upon our 
* moral and religious conſtitution; for 
« the whole head is ſick, and the whole 
% heart is faint, through this inveterate 
wy. diſeaſe, which is the genuine offspring 
1 of luxury and extravagance, connected 
9 with avarice; an inſatiable rapacity in 
getting, and a profuſe ds 00 


Co Wh; 


* Amongſt TREO . 
ces of this national fin, GENERAL Corrvue- 
Trion, may be mentioned The loſs of our 
Spirit and Privileges as BriTONS, and 
the uſe that has been made of our various 
| abuſes by the enemies of our Conſtitution, 
Here | in the utmoſt Hincerity of — 1 


# scorr's Faſt Sermon, 8 
. renew 


. fa 


( 6 


7H renew my profeſſions of attachment to 
that Conſtitution, in its purity. The 


chatterings of the different French Re- 
publican par ties, whether male or female 
Ahe crimes, which in a greater or leſs 


degree, have been committed by each of 
_. thoſe parties, have ſerved to increaſe in 
me that reſpect and affection, 1 have, even 
from my youth, unfeignedly borne for 


the Britiſh Conſtitution A Conſtitution, 


Which has been treated by its pretended 
friends and open enemies, with almoſt an 
equal degree of unfairneſs, Thoſe who 


appear to have run almoſt wild i in the re- 


gions of Monarchical and Republican 


* deſpotiſm, are but ill calculated to judge 


of the excellence of any Conſtitution. 


To perform this with a tolerable degree 
of. accuracy, we muſt take into conſidera- 
tion the ſtate of ſociety, and the almoſt 

1 numberlefs.. prejudices and - paſſions of 

mankind around us. Judging as far as 1 


am able, I have no heſitation i in pronounc- 


ing, that in the preſent ſtate of ſociety in 
 Evrozx, a government compoſed of Mon- 
archy, Ariſtocracy,. and Democracy, is 


: M ; | the 


(.o 7 


the beſt calculated to 1 liberty on 
the one band, and order on the other, 
But the enemies of our Conſtitution, have 


acted in a ſimilar manner to the enemies 


of Chriſtianity. Inſtead of impartially 


taking up the ſubject, and conſidering it | 


with liberal,. enlarged minds, on an ex- 


tended ſeale, they have at once faſtened 


and dwelt upon its abuſes, and overlooked 


its excellencies; and have thus been con- 


: bred 1 in their r inveteracy,* In propor- 
; tion 


EY Adi I ſhall not here i Aidan dnl as. refleding 
upon thoſe who, upon the whole, may be partial to a Republi- 


can form of government, ſome of whom J highly reſpect. 1 


will go further, and declare, that were I in AMERICA, I be- 
lie ve, I ſhould there be a Republican, But what I wiſh is, 
that perſons, when conſidering forms of Government, would 
carefully. diſtinguiſh between the Government itſelf, and ita 
abuſes. For want of this moſt juſt diſtinction, both the friends 
to Monarchy,and the friends to Republicaniſm, have been led 
into ſad miſtakes. When I was at Rotterdam in 1787, juſt 
after the entrance of the Pruſſian troops, and the reſtoration 
of the Stadtholder, a very ſenſible dutch merchaat (the father 
of the dear friend, whoſe heuſe was my home) was lamenting 
to me the tyranny of the French party, who had ſo long kept 
the Stadtholder from the government, againſt the will of a 
great majority of the people. What he ſaid, appeared to me 
in ſome meaſure juſt, as it was evident the Stadtholderian in- 
tereſt was then prevalent, and was increaſed, owing to the 


abeominable 5 


| 4 
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tion therefore, as I ceſpeck the Britim 


[- Conſtitution, I cannot. but lament that 
| venality and profligacy, which on the one 


hand, engenders ſuch flagrant abuſes, and 


that fervility. and baſeneſs of ſpirit, which 


on the other, ſuffers ſuch abuſes. 5 Where 
is the ancient ſpirit of Britons fled? Cor- 


4 ruption, inſtead of public virtue ſeems to 
4 have poſſeſſed our fouls. 25 


23 ” * 


abominable manner in which the r rench party had Bang 


While they uſurped. the government. In the courſe oe 


our converſation, I could not help lamenting to my friend 

the ſifuation of Holland, which, until it had a better . 
Government, would, as it appeared to me, ever be the dupe of 
France, or Great Britain. If, Sir,“ I added,“ you had 


. ſuch a government as ours, more particularly that part of 


e it, a popular repreſentation, your people would think it 
Wörth defending, and one general election would have re- 
« ſtored the Stadtholder, without the diſgraceful meaſure of 
calling in foreign troops.” To this my friend replied with 


wiſual emotion, was in England at your laſt general 


election, and from what I heard of your corporation elec- 
tions, and from what I saw of your popular eleQions— 
*: hope this country will never be curſed with a Britiſh Repre- 


. < ſentation.” This reply, I own, for the moment truck me 


dumb: and although I afterwards endeavoured to hold up the 


 Giſtin&ion I have urged on the reader, I confeſs, the exclama» 
tion of my friend made me ſee more than ever the abſolute ne · 


ccflity of a Parliamentary Reform, to which I had been in the 
poo Sp of life, if not half an enemy. at leaſt a lukewarm 
— 


0 e * I fear, 


0 5 5 


* fear, Sir, that ROY of your cat, ; 
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cannot. enter into theſe ſentiments. Fou, | 
who treat the near. friends of the Conſti- 
tution as © diſaffected perſons,” and who 
take every opportunity of calumniating jt 
them,—Your brethren, ſome of whom 


are reviving the accurſed doctrines of 
paſſive obedience and non refiſtance—doc- 
trines, which if true, our glorious Revo- 


lution muſt be pronounced a rebellion, | 


and our lawful Sovereign a uſurper, 
—X0U cannot be judges of the excellencies 
of a Conſtitution, the 'very aim and end 


of which is, to ſecure the liberties of the 


people; ro who have the ſouls of flaves, 


cannot be properly ſenſible of the bleſſing 
of liberty, or of its loſs. But, Sir, Ve 


” will forgive me for feeling in a ſimitar 
manner to an inſpired Apoſtle, Who knew 


the value of his rights as a Roman citi-_ 


zen, * when looking on my original 
Kirk as a Briton, he exclaim with him 
— 1 WAS FREE BORN.” You muſt permit 


me to lament that venality, which has 


rendered us inſenſible to our privileges; 
and ſo ſtupid—ſo ſottiſh, that provided we 
can 
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= - can ratify fotne trifiog, paltry, peenii · Fa 

= : ary intereſt, we are content to have them 
raviſhed away from us by any junto of - 
ſtateſmen, however abandoned. Such con- 
= duct ſhe ws our contempt for the actions 
alnd memory of our anceftors; it ſhews 
|  _ ingratitude to our God, who fayoured us 
1 with ſo many advantages; it is one of tlie 
many bitter ſtreams. ifſuing from that 
4 fountain of GENERAL CORRUPTION, Which 
3 have no heſitation in claſſing amongſt 
our NATIONAL $INS, and which calls for 


deep humiliation. 


2 
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The laſt of | our NATIONAL sixs Which 
I chall mention is—The WAR, in which we 
are ſo UNJUSTLY, ſo UNNECESSARILY, and 
= | ..o UNSUCCESSFULLY engaged. On this 
ſubject I ſhall not enter on the arguments 
5 of ſtateſmen; for, although I think it 
would be very eaſy to ſhew on political 

grounds, that the preſent war is in its 

8 origin, and in its continuance, equally 
contrary to ſound policy and ſtri& juſtice, 
I mean on the preſent occaſion, to con- 


fine myſelf to thoſe conſiderations which 
hriltidulty 


ehriltianity more parttential} ſuggeſts 


and enforces. What is the grand deſign 


vf chriſtianity? Let the angelic choir, 
. who announced a SAv1ouk to a loſt world 
inform us:—6Lory To Gon ix TRR HIGH- 
'EST, PEACE ON EARTH, GOOD WILL TOWARDS 
MEN. Let us attend to the dying teſta- 
ment of that compaſſionate SAVIOUR 
Peace I LEAVE WITH YOU, MY PEACE I 
 GIvE UNTo You. What then is war, as 
carried on even by the moſt ciyilized, 
ſnall I add even by the moſt cRAISTIAX 
nations? No, there is ſuch a direct contra- 
diction even in the term, that I cannot 
uſe it. What is war when carried on in 
a manner the leaſt bEvIIIs R? It is oppo- 
ſite to every thing amiable, to every 
thing excellent, to every thing that 
adorns human nature, to 9 thing 
5 chriſtian or Godlike. 


x With refych to the general calami- 
ties attendant on war, or the peculiar 
calamities of the preſent war, I ſhall not 
attempt, and indeed I am unable to dif- 


cuſs them as they deſerve. I ſhall paſs 
8 55 55 . 
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over thoſe: means, which. 5 believe, no 


miniſters ever made uſe of but the pre- 


ſent. I ſhall ſay nothing concerning the 
raiſing of money, by methods which 
would ruin the credit of any private mer- 
chant, nor diſcuſs the ſubject of forged 
aſſignats, which (if credit is to be given 
to the French Directory) the ſon of a King 
has diſſeminated, or fictitious bills, or tranſ- 
actions, which ſome of the members of 
the houſe of Commons, have pronounced 
illegal, fraudulent, and ſwindling. Theſe, - 
although they tend to render the Britiſh 


name as deſpicable, as it was once hon- 


| ourable, are trifles with what I am about 
to mention. Neither ſhall I dwell 
on thoſe various calamities, inſeparable 
from war, but which are too little re- 
garded. Loſs of trade, and conſequently 
of employment to the poor; additional 
debts and taxes; the enormous price of 
proviſions, occaſioned in a great meaſure, 
by the immenſe contracts and the 8 
ing waſte, in many inſtances not to 
4 be prevented by human prudence—the 
numberleſs miſeries in private life —the 


loſs 
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Joſs of the Ken friends and relatives, 
_ —the countleſs tears of widows and or- 
phans !— Theſe things I muſt leave to the 
reflections of my readers, 


Shall I attempt to deſeribe the more 
prominent and glaring features of war in 
general, or of the preſent war in particu- 
 lar?—The horrors of a field of battle 
—the ſacking and burning of towns—the 
deluges of blood flowing on the borders 
of the Rhine—the piercing agonies, the 
heart rending cries and groans of the 
woundefd*—the retreat of the Britiſh 

H 2 army 


The followiog ſhocking account is taken from Mr, Jonx 
BELL's Diſcourſes on the Nature and Cure of Wounds, 


% Thoſe who have been accuſtomed to ſee men conveyed 
| wounded from the field with lacerated arteries and broken 
limbs, know that their cries and ſufferings are moſt affecting, 
and that the wounds, as wounds, are the ſmalleſt part of their 
danger. The'army, indeed, which goes onward, leaves its 
wounded ſafe behind; but in retreat or flight, and after a day 
of fighting, which muſt be a day of fatigue, what is the 
wretched ſtate of thouſands left upon the field, or thrown in 
heaps upon waggons or carts, and hurried along the rougheſt . 
roads, from poſt to poſt, with bleeding arteries and ſhattered 
limbs, and with points ef bone piercing the fleſh, exciting at 


every ſtep * this terrible journey the * dreadful cries! 
| Some 
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army from Holland, men, women, chil. 
dren, infants on the mother” s breaſt, pe- 


riſhing by the ſword, by famine, by fa- 


tigue, by the ſeverity of the ſeaſon, their 
frozen bodies and limbs ſtrewing the 
ground for miles But I have as little in- 

_  clination as ability, to purſue the ſub- 


ject; indeed thoſe who are infinitely my 


' ſuperiors, are unable to do it juſtice, 
The manly reaſoning of a Tycxer, the 


energetic elegance of a Knox, and a Bax · 
BAVULD, the keen ſeverity of a SWIFT, the 


nervous heart affecting piety of a. Law, 


the force and grandeur of a Vopnc „ the 
extenſive knowledge and inventive pow- 
ers of a SHAXSPEARE and a Mir rox, are 
all inſufficient for the purpoſe, Even the 


3 ſainting with loſs-of blood, e writhing with pain, 


:delirious, and fuffering under the convulſions and agonies of 


death; in ſhort, the living, the dying, and the dead, all 


thrown promiſeuouſly together in waggons, are crammed i anto 
the neareſt Hoſpital to take their fate, If the retreat be con- 


tinued, the wretched remains are again taken from their bed 


of ſuffering, and often on the firſt movement, faint and ex- 
pire l If horrid war muſt not ceaſe, ſurely it would be fo far 


for the honour of human nature, were ſome proper ſtipulati- 


on made, ſome mutual terms entered into betwixt contends 


ing nations, for the better treatment of the wounded!” 
Ai Sen 


4 45 „ OO 
{lighteſt conſideration of facts, will er 
rant the concluſion of a friend of yours, 

whom I have already quoted The hu- 

* mane mind muſt be diſpoſed to weep 
< over, not only the moſt ſplendid, but 

„even the moſt needful victories; and 


- «6 war, iz every caſe, muſt be deemed the 


triumph or the harveſt, of the firſt 
9 great murderer, dhe DEVvII.“““ 


One F en gill remains, ſo pecu- 
liarly awful, that to the perſon who feels 
it aright, all I have hitherto ſaid, dreadful 
as it may appear, will be conſidered com- 
paratively, of ſmall importance, as the 
things of time are to thoſe of eternity, 
The numerous armies ſlaughtered in . 
var, do not periſh, but enter into another 
ſtate. Each individual has. a deathleſs 
ſpirit, united to a portion of periſhing 
matter. Without entering on the ſo- 
lemn queſtion, concerning the nature and 
the duration of future puniſhment, a 
queſtion on which men equally excellent 
have differed, while all allow that n 


* Sscorr's Paſt Sermon, 


ment 
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| ment. to be inconceivably "ey I 1 ſhall 


| proceed to addreſs you, Sir, as a Divine of 


the church of England, profeſſing a pecu- 
: liar degree of ſeriouſneſs, and who has 


given, in 1h, reſpect, I believe honeſtly, 


his © unfeigned aſſent and conſent” to the 


ſentiment, that every individual of man- 


kind who has heard the ſound of the goſ- 


pel, and who dies in a ſtate of ſin, without 
ſincere repentance towards God, and un- 
1 feigned faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


goes into a ſtate of never ending puniſh- 
ment; a puniſhment, of which imagination 
itſelf, can form no adequate idea. The 
ſame words which deſcribe the happineſs 
of the bleſſed, may be applied to the mi- 
ſeries of the damned Eye hath not 
« ſeen, nor ear heard, nor hath it entered 


« jnto the heart of man, to conceive what 


God hath prepared for thoſe” who hate 
him. „„ 


With reverence and fear I touch this 


ſubject! On a moderate computation, wo 
MI IIoxs of immortal ſouls have, during 


the preſent war ruſhed into eternity. 


Let us not preſume to limit the mercy of 


"0d, - 


" 
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| God. Let chriſtian charity do its utmoſt. 


But after all, we muſt judge according to 


evidence. A large majority of theſe un- 


happy creatures, have left the world in 
that ſtate in which men uſually are on 


the field of battle, amidſt murder, carnage, 


and devaſtation, with their worſt pajlions 


preying on their ſouls } 


ec Cut off even in the bloſſom of their FIG 
No reckoning made, but ſent to their account 
« With all their imperfections on their head! * 


And in this ſituation they fall into ever- 
laſting 


But my pen trembles in my hand and | 


I drop the ſubject * 


Fd 


=. The excellent and ſtriking language of Doctor mee; 


| DRIDGE, concerning the importance of the ſoul, can never be 
repeated too often; and is indeed the more requiſite to be held 


up to thoſe who are nen for juſt and e, wars in 
defence of religion! 


ee The eternal ſalvation of one ſoul, is of greater impor- 
< tance, and big with greater events than the temporal ſalya- 


* tion of an whole kingdom, though it were for the ſpace of 
e ten thonſand ages; becauſe there will come up a point, an 


ee inſtant in eternity, when that one ſoul ſhall have exiſted as 
* many ages as all the individuals of an whole kingdom, ranged 
4e jn cloſe ſucceſſion, will in the whole have exiſted in ten 
e thouſand ages. Therefore one ſoul is capable of a larger 


ee ſhare of happineſs or miſery throughout an endleſs duration, 
(for that will be before it ſtill) than an whole kingdom is 


** capable of in ten thouſand ages,” | 


; 
f 
i 
| 
| 
| 


#1. 
And now, Sir, let me conjure you td 
| lay your hand on your heart, and aſk 
yourſelf in the preſence of -Gop, how you 
dare pronounce the preſent war—jvsr | 
and NEcESSAR x1-—Perhaps you may differ 
from me, if I declare that almoſt every 
war, either ancient or modern, has been 
_ radically vngusT and UNNECESSARY j. but 
ſurely you will agree with me when I 
aſſert, that any war a nation may enter 
into, which is not merely defenſive, and 
without trying every poſſible means to 
prevent, even that merely defenſive war, 
4 muſt be not only ux jus x, and UNNECESSARY; 
but ABOMINABLE in the 1 55 of Gob. 


To's then the 8 war by theſe 
principles. Will you aſſert that our 
rulers did every thing in their power to 
avoid the war; that they ſolicited or diſ- 
15 covered the leaſt inclination for any con- 
ference with the French rulers; that they 
fairly repreſented the differences between 
the two nations, or endeavoured to ac- 
 - commodate thoſe differences; that they 
| ** a . of that wiſdom, that 
prudence, 


1% 5” 


prudenee, that ſpirit of conciliation, 

which the American government diſ- 
played, when moſt groſsly inſulted by the 

French ambaſſador. In ſhort, that no 
means were left untried to preyent the 
war. Unleſs you and your brethren of 
the clergy can firmly declare this to be 
the caſe, and I believe not one of you, no, 
nor even the loweſt and moſt proſtituted 
tool of miniſters, will have the effrontery 


to make ſuch a declaration, then Sir, 


5 c . Fe. 


_ your faſt days, your declarations that 
the war is a religious war, and your pray- 
ers for ſucceſs in it, are held in abhor- 
rence by the Gon of juſtice, who will 
neither be deceived nor mocked by all 
your boaſted profeſſions. | 


1 Sir, have Li endeayoured to point 
out ſome of the more prominent of our 
NAT10NAL sIxs, and, however the ſubject 
may have been ſuperficially treated, it is 

| ſuch as demands your ſerious attention, 
the ſerious attention of your hearers, and 
of every one who propoſes to keep the 
1111 ' 
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JF: have a riz icht, Sir, to all Can you. 


4 Afar" what have faid 7 If you can, fo. 
far as 1 know my own heart, I ſhall be 
5 diſpoſed to attend and to yield to evi- 
duence; and happy mall I be if vou ſhould 
be the means of explaining any of thoſe 
myſteries which appear in your habitual 
ſentiments and conduct, and in thoſe f 


your evangelical brethren. If, however, 
you will afford no explanation, when 


thus addreſſed, what opinion muſt the 
; chriſtian world, what opinion muſt your 
own hearers form of you, and above all, 
| what muſt be your ſituation and charac- 
ter in the eyes of Gop himſelf: ? You know, 
Sir, what was his language of old to the 


Jewiſh Prieſts, who were as highly eſti- 


mated by their people for ſanctity, as you 


can poſſibly be by your people : in lan- 


- guage ſomething ſimilar, I think I hear 
him addreſſing you, at the preſent ſeaſon: 


— To what purpoſe i is the multitude of 


85 your facrifices to me, ſaith the Lord 


&« When ye come to appear before me, 


ho hath required this at your hand, 
. or to tread my courts, | Bring no more 


4 ag . vain | 


© yain oblations, incenſe is an u abomigg- 
9 tion to me; your Sabbaths, your calling, 
4 of aſſemblies,“ your Faſt-days, I can- 


7 4. - 


„not away with, it is iniquity, even the 

: 6 moſt ſolemn meeting.” Make no more 
| pretenſions to evangelical piety—Talk no 
more of free ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt, 
— yourſelves no more his diſciples. 


8 —Such profeſſions are a trouble to me, 


I am weary to bear them. When ye 
3 ſpread forth your hands, 1 will bide 
66 mine eyes from you: yea, when ye. 
«© make many prayers, I will not hear: : 
0 your hands are full of blood.“ ; 
Let me earneſtly entreat you, Sir, to 
attend to the providence of God as en- 
forcing his word. This is the fourth 
| year in which we have been engaged i in 
the preſent war, and what has been the 
_ reſult? Not a ſingle object for which we 
: pronounced the war juſt and neceſſary, 
have we yet gained, nor have we the 
moſt diſtant proſpe&t of gaining. The 
Almighty is ſpeaking aloud to us, by the 
ſtorm and by the tempeſt, by defeat after 
5 1 1 2 
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defeat; by the perfidy and deſertion of 
our allies, by making even our temporary 

ſucceſſes curſes to us, as the means of 
prolonging the war, and by a dreadful. 
_ ſeareity, not merely. of the conveniences 
and common neceſſaries, but even of the 


ſtaff of life, approaching almoſt to famine ü 


amidſt all theſe dreadful judgments we 
are ſtill inſenſible, ſtill perſeveriing 1 in our 


numberleſs vices and follies. Lord, 


„ hen thy hand is lifred up, they will 


«© not ſee, BUT THEY SHALL SEE,” PRE» 


PARE, therefore, O! Wy guilty OT, | 


10 MEET THEY Go. 


. * 8 : 1 
N 999 i 3 4 
W 4 5 | « : 2 
X Mp * . ; 
* 


= oh 
- = "Yours reſpectfully, 


BENJAMIN FLOWER. | 


# 


= - p . : 
5 : | . . 2 x » : 
f . F 2 
— f 5 ; 2 ; 


LEE 


FROM TAE N 
REV. ROBERT HALL, A. M, 


— 


4 + © 


TO THE. 


REV. CHARLES SIMEON, A. M. 


VICAR AND LECTURER OF TRINITY CHURCH, AND/ 
rhe FELLOW OF KING'S COLLEGE, 
CAMBRIDGE. 


* 


ermsr PRINTED IN THE CAMBRIDGE INTELLIGENCER, 


Auguſt 8, 1796. 


4 


2 | 8 a #7] 4 5 5 8 
2 3 „ | | C. | 
| . N | | | 


Rar. 810, VV 
| Cambridge, Angſt 7, 1795+ 


' LTERCATION is at all times un- 
pleaſant; eſpecially when occaſions 


- f 


E: of diſagreement ariſe between miniſters 
=. of the goſpel of peace, Who reſide i in the 
ſiame place. On this account, no motive 


"Teſs powerful than ſelf. defence and the 
deſire of vindicating aſperſed i innocence, 
could impel me to addreſs you in this 
public manner, on the very extraordinary. 
ſermon you delivered laſt Sunday after- 


| noon at your pariſh church. Not having 


the ſatisfaction of hearing you, I am 
obliged to depend for my information of 
its contents, on report; and 1 hope if I 
am ſo unfortunate as to miſtake or miſre- 


preſent your ſentiments, you will be ſo 
Cn kind 


* 981 Ys ROE 
kind as to ſet me right. Your . IT un- 
derſtand was Matth. 7. 1 5, 20. 6 Beware 
« of falſe prophets which come to you in E 
15 « ſheep- s cloathing, but inwardly 'they | 
44 are ravening wolves, &c,” Your ſer- 
mon, I find was directed to a diſplay of 
the arts of religious ſeduction, with a 
view to prepare and fortify your hearers 
againſt the deſigns of bad men, who, un- 
der the cloak of r ligion, might endea- 
vour to corrupt their innocence and per- 
vert their ſimplicity. . You levelled theſe 
precautions particularly againſt the Dis- 


 SENTERS, complained of the artful me- - 


- thods' they took to draw men off from 


the church, and that the BArris rs in par- 


ticular, would never be ſatisfied till they 
got your people under the water. Vou 


read. you remember, the following 8 


tract from Matthew Henry's comment on 
the words of your text, as applicable to 
the falſe prophets you had in view, ob- 
ſerving it would have the greater weight 
with ſome, as coming from a Diſſenter: 
If the doctrine be of God, it will tend | 
to promote ſerious piety, humility, 
(charity, 


r ͤ—— Ae of 


— 
_ 

ä —— 
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= nn holineſs and love, with other 
2 ghriftian graces: | but if on the contrary, © 
© the doctrine theſe prophets: preach, have 
454 0 4 manifeſt tendency to make people 
5 5 proud, worldly and contentions, to make 
them looſe, and careleſs. in their con- 
- « yerſation, unjuſt or uncharitable, fatti- 
=} ” ou or difturbers of 1 the public peace, if i it 
5 40 indulge « carnal liberty, and take people 
— off from goyerning themſelves and their 
TM families by the ſtrict rules of the nar- 
* row. Way, we may conclude that this 
« \ perſuaſion cometh not of him who 


* called them.“ . 


* 


ace?” You cannot mean to guard 


3 precaution 1 is uſeleſs where there 


7 1 


is no danger.” Lou unqueſtionably flad i in 
view ſome miniſter or miniſters upon the 


ſpot. Permit me to aſk who. they. are, 


and en what authority you preſume to 


N 


7 8 a right Sir to demand Who 
I WY miniſters are,.. whoſe preaching 
tends to make their hearers 66 proud and 
_ contentious, faQious, or diſturbers. of the 
- public. peac 
your pariſhioners againſt preachers at a 
Aiſta 


: 4 77 Y 


5 Show their doctrine with being inimical Bo 


to piety, and ſubverſive of order and good 
government? Have you ever yourſelf 
heard them utter any ſuch doctrine? or if 
you collect your ideas from hearſay, on + 
whoſe report do you rely? You are un- 

queſtionably not ſo little inſtructed in the 
principles of morality, as to be ignorant 
that calumny is a vice; and that under 
every character by which you can wiſh 
to be reſpected—as a miniſter, as a chriſ- 
tian, and as a man of honour, you are 
called upon, either to eſtabliſh the truth 
of your poſitions, or to confeſs their falſe- 


| . hood. 


x You have thought fit to caution your 
people againſt being ſeduced from their 
attachment to the church, by the ſup- 
poſed inſinuations and artifices of the 
diſſenters. What inſinuations and what 
artifices have we ever practiſed? Our dif- _ 
ſent from the eſtabliſhed church is public, 
tolerated by the laws, and its reaſons are 
open to the diſcuſſions of the whole 
world, Name if you can, a ſingle in- 
8 ſtance 


4 


; 3 in which the e at Cam- | 
bridge have attempted to make proſelytes 
by any private and clandeſtine methods, 


by any other means than the open avowal 
of their ſentiments, I believe you will 


not be diſpoſed to make the ſame demand 


on your part, or if you ſhould, I am pre- 


| pared to give yr a 4 815 N than you 


* 


As A paſſed from a general attack 


| upbn diſſenters, to ſpecify the Barrisrs 
in particular, and to put your hearers 


upon their guard againſt their arts of 


proſelytiſin; I call upon you in the char- 


ater of a Baptiſt, to explain your inſinu- 


- ations. Produce, if you would nor ſtand 


convicted as a public calumniator, one 


. ſpecimen of that unfair and ungenerous 


method of making converts OT you 


"| * to us. 


Our e the Baptiſmal rite 


- Exempt us from any temptation to lay 
an undue ſtreſs upon it. We conſider it 


merely as the ſymbol of a chriſtian profeſ- 


hon, 


0 of 79 Ys 
Gon, while you profeſs to Delia it rege 


nerates the partaker, and makes him a 


child of God. It would be eruel and in- 
human i in you, not to enforce with. eager- 
neſs the obſervation of a rite, which can 
confer ſuch exalted privileges at ſo cheap 
a rate. You ought to remember too, 
that our mode of adminiſtring Baptiſm, 
by immerſion, is conformable to the laws 

of your own church, which appoints the 
candidate to be dipped, except in Fang e of 

weakneſs and diſeaſe. | 


The een 1 in the Jeferics 

tion of thoſe falſe prophets whom you 
_ undertook to *expoſe was, that they 
_ preached a doctrine which had a manifeſt 

tendency to make people factious, or dif- 
turbers of the public peace, Now if it 
ſhould appear that the diſſenting miniſters 


in this town do not touch upon politics in 


their religious ſervices, in any ſhape, 
their doctrine cannot be factious, or have 
auy tendency to make men diſturbers of the 
public peace. For myſelf, all who have 
ever heard me are witneſſes that I never 

- 2 introduced 


(% 


3 introduced a political topic into the pulpit 
on any occaſion; : nor have I any doubt the 
bother diſſenting miniſters in this town can 


make the ſame declaration, with equal 


| fincerity. But had our conduct been ever 
ſo remote from this moderation and re- 
ſerve, modeſty ſhould unqeſtionably have ” 
reſtrained you from becoming our ac- 
cuſer; when it is well known you are the 
chief, perhaps the only political preacher 
in the place; and that you often entertain 
your hearers with more politicks in one 
ſermon, than moſt diſſenting miniſters 
have done during their whole lives. 
The doctrines of paſſive obedience and 
non-reſiſtance, which in better times Sack- 
EvEREL was diſgraced for preaching, are 
familiar in your mouth; the tranſient 
ſucceſſes of the war were in my hearing, 
the ſubject of your triumphant boaſt; the 
exiled clergy of France you acknowled ged 
to be your chriſtian brethren; and to 
ſoften the harſh features of popery, you 
compared the difference of ſentiment be- 
tween its adherents and yourſelf, to that 


— ſubſiſted between the gentile 
. churches. 


t * 


church and the jewiſh church at Jeru- | 

falem. On the ſame occaſion you aſſured 
us with infinite exultation, and with a de- 
 gree of foreſight, which ſhews that if we 
are falſe prophets, you are not a true one, 
you anticipated the ſpeedy return of the 
emigrant clergy. In admirable conſiſt- 
ence with your character as a proteſtant 
miniſter, you dwelt with rapture on the 


proſpect of ſeeing the walls of myſtic 


Babylon re- built, and the ancient apoſtolic 
Church of Rome reſtored with freſh ſplen- 
dor.“ 8 


It is not politics then it is evident, to 
which you entertain an averſion. Pardon 
me, Sir, if when I hear of your aſcetic 
pretenſions to political indifference, I ſuſ- 
pect a little diſingenuity at the bottom. 
While you reprobate political diſcuſſion, 
you embrace every opportunity of in- 
flaming political paſſions; and that you 
may more ſecurely guide the opinions of 
your admirers, you are anxious to ep 
2 in the dark. | 0 
The 


» See Norr at the end of this letter. 
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The fervour of religious zeal and mini- 


5 fterial attachment with you go hand in 
5 hand, and any marked diſlike to the mea- 


fares of government is conſidered as a 
proof of a religions decline, if not of total 
reprobation. Did you not lately induſtri- 
ouſly circulate an inflammatory prayer 
fon ſucceſs in the preſent war? Tell me 
how you could take a more active part in 
politics, even if ron were an hired tool 
of the 3 


>" then, ad af being a calm, in- 
different ſpectator, you are thus decided 
in your on political views and conduct, 
Why have not the diſſenters an equal 
right to form an opinion? May not their 
attachment to peace and reform, be as in- 
z0cent as your's to war and corruption? 
How long is it ſince the ſupport of the 
moſt profligate adminiſtration that ever 
agued any -country, an adminiſtration 
| which has filled England with diſcord, - 
and Europe with blood, and which, in ad- 
dition to its other delinquencies is filling 
up the meaſure of i its iniquities by nearly 
* . _  .” reducing 


* 835 F e 
reducing us to famine, has become the 
diſtinguiſhing criterion Wo" true Cn "FF 


2 Permit me before 1 cloſe this addreſs, Ha 
to admoniſh you to be upon your guard 
againſt a malignant, perſecuting ſpirit, of 

which you have exhibited numerous indi- 

ations for ſome years paſt. While you 

Litas the general truths of chriſtianity; 
and inculcate its general duties, you will 

enſure the eſteem of good men of all de- 

nominations, and find ample ſcope for the 
exertion of your miniſterial talents. In 
addition to this, you have a right unqueſti- 
onably to defend the doctrines and diſci- 
pline of your particular church againſt 

the objections of diſſenters ; providing 
you do it, by entering into the true merits 
of the queſtion, without malignant inſinua- 

_ tions calculated to blacken the character 

of your opponents. Your ignorance of 
the controverſy betwixt the eſtabliſhmeng 
and diſſenters muſt be extreme, if you 

ſuppoſe general invectives againſt the diſ- 
loyalty or irreligion of diſſenters, can 
have any rendency to bring it to an iſſue. 

W 


{a ) 
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1 Whether we have loſt the purity or our 
religion, or not, can be known only to 
that Being who ſearches the heart; but 
your violation of the evangelical pre- 
cepts of charity and candour, makes it 


— 


evident ro have not found it, 
| | 41 will orgbably be ready 10 inquire 
| 8 J have not addreſſed you in private 
on this ſubject, rather than through this 
public vehicle; eſpecially ſince I had yeſ- 


2 terday ſo fair an opportunity, by being 


accidentally thrown into your company. 


My -reaſons for preferring this mode 
relate partly to you, and partly to myſelf, 
On the one hand, the impreſſions made to 
the diſadvantage. of any body of men by a 
public accuſation, can only be effaced by 
a public reply; on the contrary, if I have 
miſrepreſented your meaning, you have a 
Air opportunity of publicly clearing your- 
I ſelf _ the ſuſpicion of calumny. 


I have only. to add, if the ſerious peru- : 
Gal: of this letter tend in any degree to 
ts: > TS . correct 


. — 
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correct the virulence of your temper, 0 or 
reſtrain the exceſſes of party zeal, your 
character will riſe in the eſteem of an 


- enlightened. public, and you will” Have 
abundant. occaſion to rejoice, . though 


fewer bigots ſhould appland, and W tv | 


fools ſhould admire, | 5 
Tam, Hd. £ 5 al 5 5 . * 
Rev. . „ 

Tour Humble Sobpncidpus 


— ROBERT HALL: 
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1. K Norx referred to in a page ic | 
* The diſcourſe to which Mr. Hall alludes, was W 


for the benefit of the F rench emigrant clergy, Mr. Simeon, 
not content with pleading their eauſe from motives of cem | 


paſſ jon, (motives which every one muſt have approved, 


launched forth into a panegyrick on the church of which they 
were members. Alluding to recent events, (the ſucceſſes of 
the Auſtrians, and the defection of Dumourier, ) he aſſured the 


Popiſh clergy, that the Lord was fighting for them, and con- 


gratulated them on the proſpect of their being ſpeedily re- 


ſtored to their ſtations in the church. So tranſported was the 


preacher, that he after ſermon gave out a triumphal 3 


with the chorus at the cloſe of each ſtanza— 

«« The year of Jubilee! is come, 45 

* * Return Fo ranſom'd finners home? l 
ST | This 
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© what is it elſe but 


(%) 


2 was indeed as the French: expreſs it - 
| e n avant la vidoire "Þ 


F 1 3, 
| 1 3 * * the a, as ba”, as the 9 5 | 
| the preacher on the above occaſion, it ought not to be for- : 
gotten, that about the fame time, he was preaching a courſe of 
ſermons on the Homilies, and that in diſcourſing on one of thoſe 
Which treat of Juſtification by Faith alone, he with great ani- 
mation exclaimed,. “ This is the dodrine which every cler- 
e gyman of the church of England, ſubſcribes and ſwears to: 
< If he does not therefore preach it, he is. not an honeſt man 
Ex ore tuo! Let us turn to the third part of the Homily 
% Againſt peril of idolatry,” that we may learn the doctrine 
which this very gentleman has ſubſcribed and ſworn to. 
* Now concerning exceſſive decking of images and idols, 
< with painting, gilding, adorning with precious veſtures, &c. 
to decke ſpirituall harlots moſt 


Jo coſtly and wantonly, which the IvoLATROUS Caurca un · 


4 derſtandeth well enough: for ſhee being indeede not onely an 
* harlot, (as the ſcripture calleth her) but alſo a foule, filthy 
4 ald withered harlot, and underſtanding her lacke of nature 
and true beauty, and great loathſomeneſſe which of herſelf 
, ſnee hath, doeth (after the cuſtome of ſuch harlots) paint 
| © herſelfe, that ſhee ſhining with the outward beauty, 
* may pleaſe the fooliſhe fantabe of fond lovers—who if they 
ſaw her (I will not ſay naked) but in ſimple apparell, would 
% abhorre- her as the fouleſt and filthieſt harlot that ever 
« was ſeene: according as appeareth by the deſcription of the 
. garniſhing of the great STRUMPET or ALL STRUMPETS, the 
* mother of whoredome, ſet forth by Saint John in his Reye- 
<< lation, who, by her glory provoked the Princes of the earth 
© to commit whoredome with het”... | 
TH Hopert1ms, Book 20, P. 65, Ed. 1633. 
2 | Such 


6 
\ 


| . 
Such 1 was the plain and expreſlive, though coarſe language | 
- of our reformers reſpecting the church of Rome. We leave it 
- to Mr. Simeon to apply the ſubjet. If he will call thoſe 
clergymen diſhoneſt, who negled to preach the doctrines of the 
HFomilies, what will he call thoſe who mn in diret hk 1 ; 
tion to them 4 | | 


| Soon after the 833 dileourſe was delivered, 1 alked one of 
Mr. Simeon's hearers, when he intended preaching on the 
Homily from whence the above extract is taken? After in- 
quiring of his paſtor, the reply was, that he intended preach- 
ing from the moſt ſpiritual only. A pretty ſpiritual proof ; 
fans of the Reverend N 8 N F f 


1 Simeon's Loyalty were 3 it would be found 
of the ſame conſiſteney as his Orthodoxy. Notwithſtanding his 
boaſted profeſſions, and his Yevilings of thoſe who oppoſe the 


meaſures of the preſent adminiſtration - there is, I fear, hardly . 
a man to be found, who has ſhewn greater diſlike to the ge 


nuine principles of the Britiſh conſtitution, or who pays leſs 
 Teſpe to the laws of his country. Not to dwell on his fa vou · 
rite unconſtitutional doctrines of paſſive obedience, and non- 
reſiſtance, it is well known that he every week, if not oftener, | 
holds illegal conventidies, I hope no one will imagine, that I 
have any objection to the goſpel being preached any where. 
On the contrary, I have heard ſermons with equal pleaſure, in 
a cathedral, a meeting - houſe, a room, a barn and a field. 


But I certainly think it a very diſhoneſt part in a clergyman 


of the eſtabliſhment, who has ſworn that he will neither preach 
nor pray in an unlicenſed place of vorſbip, and who prides 
himſelf on his loyalty, to whom, as that famous eccleſiaſtical 
lawyer Dr. Burn informs us, the canons are laws of the lande 
> for ſuch a man, in defiance of his oath of canonical obedi- 


* See Bura's Keclefiaſlical Law, Vol, 1. Preface, 
Ho 2 ence, 
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ence, , and of every Y principle of decency, i in ; Uh face or ons of 
he Pgiverlities,, to. carry on his illegal practices every week 


ot his life. What is equally ſurpriſing and equally to be la- 


mented i is, that his hearers, ſome of whom are perſons of ſenſe 


and piety, ſhould encourage him in fo doing. I cannot help 


- reminding them, that they muſt one day give an account for 
having encouraged by their attendance and ſupport, the per- 
Jured ſervices of their miniſter, and I muſt tell them, that it 


4 would be acting the moſt friendly and the moſt chriſtian part, 
Were they totally to abſent themſelves from ſuch ſervices, | 


and ſeriouſly inform him of their reaſons for ſo doing. 


| | Abundance of | evidence t be de. of the juſtice of 
2 every one. of Mr. Hall's charges; but I leave the ſubject to 


Mr, Simeon's refleftions, and conclude with a piece of advice, 


which „though! it does not proceed from a flatterer, proceeds from 
one, who, ſo far from bearing him the leaſt ill will, is a ſincere 
friend to his beſt intereſts. Let him, prove his evangelical 


1 piety, by his habitual integrity. Let Rau preach. the truth as it 


40 is in Jeſus, | with godly ſimplicity and honeſty,” Let him con- 
ſtantiy endeavour to maintain that cr conſcience void of of- 
Te ce towards God, and towards man,” which I lately heard 

him f. ſo well deſcribe. Then let his panegyriſts repreſent him 


as . a faithful miniſter of Chriſt,” ſet him up as à model for 8 


other miniſters to copy alter, and wiſh that the Univerſity of 
Cambridge may "ſend forth 42 hoſt of ſuch miniſters;'”# and may 

7, the bleſſing of God attend him in his private Ae his 
| paſtoral | yiſts, and his public miniſtrations. mY 


robin HTS}: eulen mum, for arm. 7. 173. 
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REFLECTIONS. 


ON WAR out 


| T. the darkeſt ages of Romiſh ſuperſti. 
1 tion, a martial ſpirit of zeal and glory 
for the goſpel, broke forth in kings, car- 
dinals, biſhops, monks, and friars, to lead 
the ſheep of Chriſt, ſaints, pilgrims, peni- 


tents, and ſinners of all kinds, to proceed 


in battle array, to kill, devour, and drive 
the Turks from the land of Paleſtine, and 
the old earthly Jeruſalem.—Theſe blood- - 
thirſty expeditions were called holy 
wars, becauſe it was fighting for the holy 
land; they were called. alſo Croiſades, 
becauſe croſſes and crucifixes made the 
greateſt glitter amongſt the ſharpened 
inſtruments of human murder, — Thus 
under 


4” 


T8) 


| under the aver of the croſs, went forth 
an army of church wolves,. to deſtroy the 


lives of thoſe, whom the Lamb of God . 


8 died « on the * to fave. 5 


The light which 7 8 out at the Re- 


formation, abhorred the bloody ſuperſti- 


tious, zeal of theſe catholic heroes. But 
mark What followed from this new- 


riſen, reforming light. What came forth 
inſtead of theſe holy Croiſades: ? Why 95 


wars, if poſſible, ſtill more diabolical. 
Chriſtian kingdoms | with blood- thirſty 


- piety; deſtroying, devouring, and burning 


one another, for the ſake of that which 


: was called popery, and that. . ne 
called eee 7 CORO DRE 2394191 


e — 


NW who can hay Sbing; d that SATAN, 


ro prince of the powers of darkneſs, had 


here a much greater triumph over Chriſ- 
tendom, than in all the holy wars, and 
Croiſades that went before? For all that 


was then done, by -ſach high-ſpirited 
fighters for old- Jeruſalem' 's earth, could 


not 1 faid to be ſo mueh done againſt 
1 ee | 


t 93 * TP 

6 3 light, 3 not one in 2 thou- 
_ ſand of thoſe holy warriors, were allowed: 

to ſee what was in the goſpel. But now, | 

with the goſpel opened in every one's 
hands, papiſts and proteſtants make open 
war againſt every divine virtue that be- 
longed to Chriſt, or which can unite them 

with that Lamb of God, that taketh away 
the ſins of the world: I ſay againſt every 
divine, redeeming virtue of the Lamb of 
| Gop, for theſe are the enemies which 


chriſtian war conquers: For there is not 


a virtue of goſpel goodneſs, but has its 
death blow from it: For no virtue hath 
any goſpel goodneſs in it any farther, 
than as it hath its birth, and growth, in 
and from the ſpirit of Chriſt; where his 
nature and ſpirit is not, there is nothing 


but the heathen to be found which is but 


ſaying the ſame truth, as when the 
Apoſtle ſaid, that he who hath not, or is 
not led by the ſpirit of Chriſt, is none of his, 


Now Sn - to yourſelf, Cnnisr THE 
13 or Go, after his divine ſermon on the 
Moves, Putting himſelf at the head of a Blood. 
ö; P 


(„ 


Pr army FOOTY Put the forth with 4 
 fquadron of fire and brimſtone, to make more 
 havock in human liver, than a MINCE : 
eee! e 


pit if this be too bialphemos an ab- 
- furry to be ſuppoſed, what follows, but 
'  - that the chriſtian who acts in the deſtroy- 
ing fury of war, acts in full eontrariety to 
the whole nature and ſpirit of Chriſt, and 
dan no more be ſaid to be led by his ſpirit, 
or be one with him, than thoſe his ene- 
mies, who came 2 with wed” and 
| Faves for to take _ [3 5 
ws: - Blinded tan 4 think they have the 
glory of flaughtering blind papiſts; and 
the victorious papiſt claims the merit of 
having conquered troops of heretics; but 
alas! the conqueſt is equally great on 
1 both ſides, both are entitled to the ſame 
Victory; and the glorious victory on both 
A | ſides, is only that of having trampled goſ- 
3 . ann 9 8 . their feet. 


When ; 


4 wy 


When a moſt chriſtian majeſty with his 
rothilic church, ſings a Ts Dzum at the 
high altar, for rivers of proteſtant blood 
poured out; or an evangelical church ſings 
praiſe and glory to the Lamb of Gop for 
helping them from his holy throne in 
heaven, to make popiſh towns like Sodom 
and Gomorrah, they blaſpheme Gon, as 
much as Cain would have done, had he 
offered a ſacrifice of praiſe to Gop, for 
helping him to murder his brother.—Let _ 
ſuch worſhippers of Gos be told, that the 
field of blood gives all its glory to Satan, 
who was a murderer from. the beginning, 
and who will to the end of his reign, be 
the only receiver of all the glory that can 
come from . 52 | * 


A glorious Alexander in the heathen 
world, is a ſhame and reproach to human 
nature, and does more miſchief to man- 
Kind in a few years, than all the wild 
_ beaſts in every wilderneſs upon earth, 


have ever done from the beginning of tho. 
world to this day. But the ſame hero 


making the ſame ravages from country to 
M2 country 


15 


fu) 


eountry with chriſtian ſoldiers, have more 


done from the devil, than twenty Pagan 
Alexanders would ever have had.— To 


Make men kill men, is meat and drink to 


that roaring adverſary of mankind, who 
| goeth about ſeeking whom he may 
devour. But to make chriſtians kill 
. chriſtians for the ſake of Chriſt's church, 
is his higheſt triumph over the higheſt 
mark, which Chriſt hath ſet upon thoſe 
whom he hath purchaſed by his blood. 


—This commandment, ſaith he, I give unto 
Jon, that ye love one another. — Ey this Hall . 
all men know that ye are my diſciples, if ye 


love « one another. as 1 have loved r 


uf che duelliſt, Sh would rather 
ſheath- his ſword in the bowels of his 


brother, than ſtifle that which he calls 
an affront,—Can he be aid to have this 
mark of his belonging to Chriſt? and may 

5 4 not he that is called his ſecond, more 
| juſtly be faid to be ſecond to none in the 
| love of human mürder? 


Now 


1 


Now what is the Aigbrecige: between 
5 tds haughty duelliſt with his provided 
ſecond, meeting his adverſary with ſword 

ay and piſtol behind a hedge, or a houſe, and 
two Kingdoms with their high ſpirited 
regiments, ſlaughtering one another in 
the field of battle ? It is the difference that 

is between the murder of one man, and 
the murder of an hundred thouſand! 


Now imagine the duelliſt faſting and 
confeſling his ſins to God to-day, becauſe 
he is engaged to fight his brother to- 
morrow; fancy again the conqueror got, 


into his cloſet, on his bended knees, lifting 


up his hands and heart to God, for bleſſing 
his weapons with the death of his brother ; 
and then you have a picture in little, of the 
great piety, that begins and ends the 
Wars all over heavenly chriſtendom. - 
What blindneſs can well be greater, 
than to think that a chriſtian kingdom as 
ſuch, can have any other goodneſs, or 
union with Chriſt, but that very good- 


neſs, which makes the private chriſtian 
to 


1 ge ) 3 
uo be one with him, and a partaker of the 
divine nature? Or that pride, wrath, am- 
bition, envy, coyetouſneſs, rapine, reſent- 
ment, revenge, hatred, miſchief, and 
murder, are only the works of the devil, 
vhilſt they are committed by private, or 
= -fingle men; but when carried on by all 
© — —_.theſtrength and authority, all the hearts, 
3 bands, voices of a whole nation, that the 
devil is then quite driven out of them, 
"loſes all his Tight and power in them, aud 
.. they become holy matter of church 
E. thankſgiving, and the res. Hrorery We 
pulpits. 
Ihe temporal Wie Ivy wrongs, 
- which war carries along with it, where- 
ever it goes, are neither to be numbered 
nor expreſſed. What thievery bears any 
proportion to that, which with the bold - 
3 wirt drum and trumpet, plunders the 
innocent of all that they have? And if 
themſelves are left alive, with all their 
_ limbs, or their daughters unraviſhed; they 
2 - have many times, only the aſhes of their 
 - _- conſumed houſes to lie down upon. What 
* has! war not gotten, for its tens of 
. . 5 — 
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thouſands, Snxdreds of thouſandi and 41 „ 


Lions of men ſlaughtered on heaps, with. 
as little regret or concern, as at loads of 
rubbiſh thrown into a pit? Who but the 
fiery dragon, would put wreaths of laurel 
on ſuch heroes' heads? Who but he could 
ſay unto them A done good and Ou 
# ———_— POE On | 


But there is e Mil an evil of war much 
greater, though leſs regarded. Who re- 
flects, how many hundreds of thoufands, 
nay millions of young men, born into 
this world for no other end, but that they 
may be born again of Chriſt, and from 
ſons. of Adam's miſery, become ſons of 
' Gon, and fellow heirs with Chriſt in ever- 
laſting glory; who reflects, I ſay, what 
nameleſs numbers of theſe, are robbed of 
God's precious gift of life to them, before 
they have known the one ſole benefit of 
living; who are not ſuffered to ſtay in 
this world, till age and experience have 
done their beſt for them, have helped 
them to know the inward voice and 
operation of God's ſpirit, helped them to 
” _ 


Fj... OY IF 
5 and, and feel chat evil, anos ahd Ping. of. 
Nn and death, which muſt be taken from | 
within them, before they can die the 
death of the righteous ; but inſtead of all 
this, have been either violently forced, or 
_ tempted in the fire of youth, and full 
ſtrength of ſinful luſts, to forget God, 
eternity; and their own ſouls, and ruſh 
into a kill or be killed, with as much 


furious haſte, and goodneſs of ſpirit,” as 


I a got for the ſake of. his eV. : 


a +; now at warring Chriſtendom, 


8 . ſmalleſt drop of pity towards ſinners 


is to be found in it? Or how could a ſpirit 
all helliſh, more fully contrive to haſten 
their deſtruction?—lt ſtirs up and kindles 
every paſſion of fallen nature, that is con- 
trary to the all-humble, all-meek, all- 
loving, all-forgiving, all-aving ſpirit of 
Chriſt.— lt unites, it drives and compels, | 
nameleſs numbers of unconverted ſinners 
to fall, murdering and murdered amongſt 
flaſhes of fire, with the wrath and. ſwift- 
neſs of lightning, into a fire infinitely 4 
worſe than that in which they died Oh 
2 he e 


Gt (5 


q faq wk for thankſgiving as whether = 


in popiſſi, or proteſtant churches! For 
5 | if thereis3 joy of all the angels in heaven, 
for one ſinner that repenteth, what a joy 
muſt there be in hell over ſuch multi- 
tudes of ſinners, not ſuffered to repent? 


And if they who have converted many 16% 


|  Fighteouſneſs, ſhall ſhine as the ftars in the 


 firmaniemt for ever, what Choratin's woe * 


may they not juſtly fear, whoſe proud 
wrath and vain glory, have robbed: fuch - 


5 numberleſs troops of poor wretches, of _ - g 


all time and place of knowing what vigh- - 
teouſneſs they wanted, for the fabyation FE 


of their immortal ſouls. 2 


— 


For the glory of his Majeſty's arms, 


: 6 Chriſtian kings! Now if at the time, 


their churches had called a ſolemn affem- 

bly to unite hearts and voices in this pious 
prayer, O bleſſed Jeſus, dear redeeming 
«© Lamb of Gov, who cameſt down from 
* heaven, to ſave. men's lives, and not to 

« deſtroy them, go along we humbly pray - 
„ thee, with our bomb - veſſels and fire-; 
* "Pe ſuffer not our thundering cannon” 
N NE 2 


— 


A 0 
ES 
"=" 


3 of love and mercy, direct their balls to . 


Bs 
<. p —_ 
8 Y 


1 


3s 1 (+ 10 1 
CET roar in vain, but let thy nodes ins." 
4 more heads' and hearts of thine own re- 


« deemed ereatures, than the Per fill 
% of man is able of itſelf to do: —Had 


not ſuch prayers had more of the man of 


the earth, move of the ſon of perdition in 
them, than the moſt chriſtian wy" s 
t in wa arms? | 


Abs, would you er ſee the | fall 
of the univerſal church, from being led by _ 
the ſpirit of Chriſt, to be guided by the 
- inſpiration of the great fiery dragon, look 
at all European Chriſtendom. failing round 
© the globe, with fire and ſword, and every 
_ murdering art, to ſieze the poſſeſſions; and 
kill the inhabitants of both the Indies. 
What natural right of man, what ſuper- 
natural virtue which Chriſt brought 
down from heaven, was not here trodden. 
under foot?—All that you ever read or 
heard of heathen barbarity, was here 
-qutdone by chriſtian conquerors. . And to 
this day, what wars of chriſtians againſt 
* blended with ſealping heathens, 

e 


© 


"> 203. 2» 
wo kifags Raining the earth and; at ſeas 


with human blood, for a miſerable ſhare 


in the ſpoils of a- plundered heathen 
world! A world, which ſhould have heard 

or ſeen, or felt nothing from the followers 

of Chriſt, but a divine love, that had 


forced them from- diſtant . lands, and 5 


through the perils of long ſeas, to viſit 
ſtrangers with thoſe glad tidings af peace 
and ſalvation to all the world, which 
angels from heaven, and ſhepherds on 
ms ee at the birth of Chriſte 


25 pat — — of IS — 1 


15 en me, how it is poſſible for chriſtian 
kingdoms in the neighbourhood. of one 


another, to preſerve themſelves, unleſs 
the Wenn and weapons of war, are 
every one's defence againſt ſuch invaſions, 
incroachments and robberies, as would 
_ otherwiſe be the fate of chriſtian * | 
E dome from one another. 


This queſtion i is * far frem needing to 
be anſwered by me, that it is wholly on 
my ſide; it confeſſes all, and proves all 

| — tha, 


T7 1 146 Ng 
4 t. 1 "ny d of the fallen Ata er 
ehriſtendom, (0 be ſtrictly true. For if 
chis 15 the governing ſpirit, of Chriſtian 
8 chat no one can ſubſiſt in ſafety - 
from its neighbouring ehriſtian kingdoms 5 
but by its weapons ef war, are not all 
ehriſtian kin gdoms equally in the ſame 
unchriſtias ſtate, as hank neighbouring 
15 0 kae, 590 | 


ing arms eee ang rem ems - 
This plea therefore for Chriſtendom's 
Wars, proves nothing elſe but the want of 
ehriſtianity all over the chriſtian world ; 
and ſtands * no better a foundation of 
krighteouſneſs and goodneſs, than one 
murdering knave killing why: -that h 
6 en have-killed wm. B 1 
// But tener bee der ebriftianity wants, 95 
er admits of war, chriſtianity is to- be 
eren as in its right ſtate Now the 
true tate of the world termed chriſtian, 
is thus deſcribed. by the great goſpel- 
prophet, who ſhewed what a change it 
was to * in the fallen ſtate of the 


— 


z 4% 3 | : 3 | ESE = world, — 


N 10 y. 
world. lt mall come to-paſs, Faith Ka". 
the laſt days, that is- in the days of chrif- 
tendom, that the mountain of the Lord's 
bo ſe (his chriſtian kingdom) ſhall be eftabe 
lied in the top of the mountains, and- all 
 wations ſhall flow into it: and many people | 
fhall fay, let us go up to the mountain of the © 
Lord's houfe, and he will teach 1 O hit 
aways, and we wy walk in . his "packs 
He R al, e 


| ew us follows from this going up 
of the nations to the mountain of the 

Lord's houſe, from his teaching them of 
his ways, and their walking in his paths? 
The holy prophet expreſsly tells you in 
his following words: Hey ſhall beat theit 
ſwords into ploughſpares, and their ſpears 
into pruning-hooks : nation ſhall not lift up 
ſword againſt nation, (N. B.) neither ſball 


They learn war any more. — This is the _ 


Prophet's true chriſtendom, with one and 
the ſame eſſential divine mark ſet upon 
it, as when the Lamb of God ſaid, by this 
i Mall all nen know, that he are my diſciples, 


| if ye: love one another as I have loved you. 
EE —Chrilt's 


Ebi Wingdem- of God is no — 
5 come, but where the works of the devil 
are deſtroyed, and men are turned from 
the power of ſatan unto God. God is only 
another name for the higheſt and only 
=_ and the higheſt andonly good means 
nothing elſe but love with all its works, 

1 is only another name for the whole 
and all of evil, andthe whole of evil is no- 
thing elſe but its whole contrariety to 
love. And the ſum total of all contrariety 
to love, is contained in pride, wrath, 

- Krife, ſelf, envy, hatred, revenge, mif- 
_ chief, and murder. Look at theſe, with 
All their fruits that belong to them, and 
then you ſee all the princely power t . 
275 We a bas, in this fallen ant Fac: 


Would you OW SP wok: 3 the | 
| Kingdoms of this fallen world are become 
+ kingdom of God, the goſpel prophet 
dens vou, that it is then and there where 
all enmity ceaſeth.— Te wolf, faith he, 
al dwell with the lamb, and the leopard 
all lie down with the kid. The calf and 


the Joung lion and the as cattle together, 
9 3 | 8 and 


(6 167 on 


. Hittle child Be lead 3 — „ 


and the bear ſhall feed, and their young ones 
ſhall lie down rogether, and the lion ſhall eat 
trau like the ox. De ſucking child all 
5 play on the hole f the aſp, and the weaned. 

; child ſhall put his hand on the cockatrice' s 
den : For, (N. B.) they ſhall. not hurt or 
deſtroy in all my holy mountain, that is} 
. 3 all N chriſtendom. Tal xi. os 1 


nagt here a . of God on -the 5 
carth; it is nothing elſe but a kingdom 
of mere love, where all hurt and deſtroy- 
ing is done away, and every work of en- 
mity changed into one united power of 
reigning love: the prophet tells you, it is 
becauſe in the day of his kingdom, the 

earth ſball be full of the knowledge of the 

Lord, as the waters cover the ea :—There- 
fore, O chriſtendom ! thy wars are thy 
certain proof, thou art all over—As full 

of an ignorance of God, as the waters cover 
_ the ſeal 
As to the preſent fallen ſtate of uni- 
verſal chriſtendom, working under the 

| ſpirit 


of the great ſiery dragon, 
it is nat my intention, in any thing I 1. 


B bhblere upon; id thewhow any part of it can 


But the ton which I mean; chit, 
/ - neither: wants; nor allows. of war, is only 


that where Chriſt is king, and his holy 
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abi; to preſerve itſelf from being . 
bed by every other part, but by its 


rnor of the wills, af. 
/ and delgns of all that belong to 
t. It is my complaint againſt, and charge 
upon Art the nations of chriſtendom, that 
this neteſſity of murdering arms, is the 


dragon's manſter that is equally brought 


forth by all and every part of fallen chriſ- 
"'Y * tendom; and that there fo al? and every 
part, as well 'popiſh as Proteſtant, are at 
I one and the ſame diſtance früm the ſpirit. 
_ of their Lord and Saviorv the Lamb of 
' God, and therefore. Az WANT ONE: AND" 


"THE SAME ENTIRE REFORMATION! ELIE. 


